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• The LA 19 Project partners recently secured a $125,000 grant to 

extend work until June 2024, with the aim to strengthen the talent 

pipeline with initiatives like program advisories and hiring events, 

initially focusing on hospitality.  

• Partnership with Lynwood Unified ($45,000) to engage youth in 

sustainable career pathways.

• Microsoft-sponsored LAEDC AI Innovation Challenge ($75,000), will 

provide AI and cybersecurity training to underserved communities.

• Participation in the America Achieves Education to Employment 

Intensive program ($40,000), will shape education and workforce 

models in the Bioscience industry. 

• As of October 4, 2023, Gladeo LA has welcomed 17,535 visitors, 

with 2,450 users signing up. 

• Recently welcomed two new Assistant Program Managers, Jared 

Lopez and Alicia Nyein

Workforce Development

LAEDC at Tech Empowerment Day. In 

collaboration with Microsoft, Xbox consoles and 

Surface Pros were raffled to students.



• Shannon was interviewed on KCAL nightly news to discuss Hollywood strikes. 

• In mid-August IAE released a statement on the LAEDC on the impacts of the dual 

strikes and Shannon met with the LA County DEO to provide them with information 

and insight on the strikes related to a motion from the LA County Board of 

Supervisors. 

• Shannon was featured on Los Diablos de Los Angeles, a segment of the weekly 

podcast Checks and Balance produced by the international magazine The Economist. 

• The Institute held its quarterly Economic Briefing on September 11th. 

• On September 20th, Shannon presented an economic overview at the LAEDC BOG 

meeting, presented an overview of the PIJ study during an LA City WDB 5 Year Strategic 

Plan Ad Hoc Committee Meeting held on September 21st, and participated in SCAG’s 

quarterly economic roundtable meeting on September 22nd. 

• In collaboration with our BAP team and CMTC, IAE produced a webinar, Empowering 

Manufacturers along with 5 one-pagers providing data on manufacturing, including 

durable and nondurable gods and aerospace and defense and biomedical.

Institute for Applied Economics

On September 20th, Shannon presented an 

economic overview at the LAEDC BOG meeting.



• Provided direct technical business assistance and in-person consultation to 190 

businesses (7/1/23 - 9/30/23) by helping small and diverse-owned businesses sustain 

their operations by recommending specific programs or resources.  

• In Q1, responded to 6 RFIs or special requests from companies or international 

consulates looking to establish operations in Los Angeles County.  

• The Team continues to support small and microenterprises including but not limited 

to women-owned, Black-owned, veteran-owned and Latinx-owned businesses.  

• BAP played a pivotal role in 25 programs, board meetings, task forces, or special 

meetings as well as participating in small business programs. 

• Webinars presented: Learn the Process of Government Contracting with RAMP, and 

co-branded Empowering Manufacturers webinar presented by IAE and CMTC.  

Programs were developed for restaurants, microbusinesses, small, diverse, women 

and BIPOC-owned businesses.  

Business Assistance Program

BAP team at City of LA Business & Financial 

Empowerment Summit



Community Economic Resilience Fund

• Elected 32 Steering Committee members to lead the more than 400 

onboarded stakeholders

• Kevin Harbour of Biz Fed Institute was named the Chair of the Steering 

Committee

• Andrea Slater of UCLA and Stella Ursua of GRID Alternatives were voted as 

Vice-Chairs. 

• CERF’s three research reports went out for bidding through an RFP Process. 

The recipients of the RFP bids were CVL Economics and Beacon Economics. 

• CIV:LAB has offered their Climate Fund I to the CERF Program, making Los 

Angeles the third city to ever receive such an opportunity. 
Greentech Festival, where Jermaine 

Hampton spoke on the Funding Green 

Change panel.



LA DEAL, Policy, & Special Projects

• LAEDC hosted a roundtable discussion about the manufacturing 

industry co-hosted with USC's Center for Economic Development, 

American Manufacturing Communities Collaborative (AMCC), California 

Forward, and the Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator (LACI). 

• The LA DEAL taskforce meetings were relaunched in September 2023 

after a summer hiatus, with a new format to highlight guest speakers 

and presentation.

Manufacturing roundtable



• WTCLA President & CEO, Stephen Cheung, was the MC and co-host with LA City 

Mayor Karen Bass for the Getty House Inaugural Reception with Ambassador 

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, U.S. Representative to the United Nations, and the 

entire LA Consular Corps. 

• Met with Consulates of Argentina, the WTC’s across North America, the Japan 

Consulate, the World Affairs Council, the Greater Bay Area (GBA) Initiative of North 

America, the Consul General of Belgium Sophie Hottat, Discover LA, the Lithuanian 

President Gitanas Nausėda and delegation, and the Swiss Ambassador to the US, 

H.E., Jacques Pitteloud and delegation.

• WTCLA did a joint presentation with Dr. Richard Tang for the joint FDI Report to 

O’Melveny, and later took part of the LMU FDI Capstone Project presentation. 

• WTCLA is a key stakeholder in the coming Olympic & Paralympic Games and took 

part in the LA28 Panel with the Mayor of LA’s Office. WTCLA has been meeting with 

Arup in fulfilling security and transportation needs this quarter. 

• Partnered with East West Bank and the LA Chamber in meeting with Lt. Governor 

Eleni Kounalakis to prepare for the APEC Leaders’ Summit 

• WTCLA has welcomed Olivia Zhang to the team as the new Program Coordinator. 

World Trade Center Los Angeles

Reception and informational session for 

the 2023 APEC - Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation Leaders' Summit



• Released the LAEDC 2022-2023 Annual Report, now accessible at www.laedc.org/annual-

report.  

 

• MarComms has actively improved its online presence and outreach strategies, including a 

robust SEO campaign to boost organic traffic to key web pages such as the Business 

Assistance Program, Institute for Applied Economics (services page), World Trade Center 

Los Angeles, Membership, and Workforce Development.

• Supports the Business Assistance Program (BAP) in various contracts, like LOA, BEP, and 

CMTC, with a focus on program accessibility and information sharing. 

• Devised a comprehensive strategy for our blog and social media platforms, emphasizing 

our programs, city partnerships, and staff.

• Continues to support events like the Economic Quarterly Briefings, Future Forum, and 

Eddy Awards, with preparations underway for upcoming grant kick-offs and events. 

• Welcomed Celine Villegas as the new Events and Marketing coordinator, who will support 

event-related marketing and logistics.

Marketing and 
Communications

Flyer created for BAP webinar

https://laedc.org/annual-report/
https://laedc.org/annual-report/


• LAEDC currently has 193 members including 83 Executive Committee members 

with an unwavering 93% renewal rate. 

• This quarter we welcomed new members: Los Angeles Valley College, Human 

I-T, West LA College, The Eli & Edythe Broad Foundation, and Fox 

Entertainment. 

 

• Held joint Executive Committee meeting and annual Summer Member Mixer at the 

Line LA Hotel in Koreatown. 

• The Board of Governors meeting in September 2023 was hosted by Univision in 

honor of Hispanic Heritage month. 

Membership & Events

Summer member mixer

Board of Governors 

meeting at Univision
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www.laedc.org

Thank you!

Please join us on the 33rd Floor 

to tour the LAEDC Office
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