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Monrovia Named One Of The Most Business Friendly City Finalists

The Monrovia Street Fair & Market is one of many reasons why it's wise to do business in Monrovia.

For the second year in a row, the City of Monrovia has been named as one of five finalists for the prestigious annual
Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation’s (LAEDC) Eddy Awards. Monrovia was nominated as a
finalist for jurisdictions with a population of under 50,000 people, along with Azusa, Duarte, San Gabriel, and Santa Fe
Springs. It should also be noted that the cities of Inglewood, Rosemead, and Whittier were finalists for the population

50,000 and over category.

According to the LAEDC, “Business-friendly programs and services are a critical factor in job creation.” The finalists

were selected through independent review by a panel of blue ribbon judges, based on the following criteria:

— Demonstrated priority commitment to economic development and quality jobs.

— Excellence in programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention.
— Competitive business tax rates and fee structures.

— Availability of economic incentives.

— Effective communication with and about business clients.

According to the LAEDC, the Eddy Awards is the most prestigious awards program to recognize leadership in economic
development in business, education, and government throughout Los Angeles County, first introduced in 1996. The

Eddy Awards support fulfillment of the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation’s mission to advance

opportunity and prosperity for all.

The winner of the Most Business Friendly City award will be announced at an awards gala held on Nov. 8 at the

Intercontinental Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles.

Monrovia is a dynamic community of nearly 40,000 residents that blends small town charm with big city amenities. The
city is also a world class place to do business. In Monrovia, every business is valued as a partner in serving the people
of Monrovia to create a community that offers a premier quality of life. The city’s partnership with businesses starts at

the onset of the businesses’ establishment and lasts long after the business has opened its doors. HitHHH
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"This year's Most Business
Friendly City awardees are
shining examples of govern-
ment leaders committed to
helping employers creategood
jobs that help raise standards
of living in their communities
and across our region,” said Bill
Allen, Chief Executive Officer
of LAEDC.

The winners were selected

County's ""Most Business Friendly'" Cities

{ "AZUSA -The Los Angeles|
County Economic Develop-!
ment, Corporation (LAEDC)!
has announced that the City of |
Azusa is the "Most Business:
Friendly City with a population
under 50,000 in Los Angeles!
County. The City of Whittier:
received the award for city with!
2 population greater than|
$50,000. The Eddy Awards ggl-:
‘ebrate outstanding contributions |
to economic development. |
Over 600 people were present |
iat the Intercontinental Hotel in |
Downtown LA to honor recipi- |
ents and support LAEDC's|
public-benefitmissionto gollec- |

The Azusa City Council and staff accepted the Eddy Award for "Most Business Friendly City" at Los
Angeles Economic Partnership Annual celebration. Pictured from left to right are: Bill Allen, CEO

LAEDC, Counc:l Member, Angel Carrillo; Mayor Pro Tem, RobertG

ic and C:

De ialist, Carina C.
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; City Clerk, Jeffrey Lawrence Cornejo, Jr.; Economic

Development Dlrector KurlChnsuansen CounclIMember Eddy Alvarez; Associate Planner, Manuel
Munoz; City Manager, Sergio Gonzalez; Utilities Director, Manny Robledo; Public Works Director,
Daniel Bobadilla; Community Improvement Manager, Rick McMinn; Council Member, Uriel Macias;

Senator Robert Hertzberg; and Eric Rowen, Board Chair, LAEDC
byapanel of blueribbonjudges  signed to facilitate business en-
based on the following criteria:  fry, expansion, and retention
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* Regular and effective com-
munication with businesses

The LAEDC further states
that " The City of Azusa rec-
ognizes the power of com-
merce to help a community
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business-friendly environment.
Azusa's TOD specific plan
incentivizes development by
minimizing entitlement require-
ments. City staff i1s readily
available to assist in navigating®
the development review pro-
cess and cutting permit pro-
cessing times through prelimi-
nary plan reviews, study ses-
slong and a one-stop counter.
The city'’s access to Azusa Light
& Water's reliable source of
water and competitive utility
rates, convenient freeway op-
tions, and small business re-
sources are a few reasons why
businesseschoose Azusa.”

"I would like to thank the 3%
Angeles County Economic De-
velopment Corporation for this
Award; it was an honor just to
be named a finalist along with
an amazing group of d,\;ng
cuished and well deserving cit-
ies,” said Azusa Mayor Pro
Tem. Robert Gonzales as he
accepted the award. "The
LAEDC has been a great sup-
porter [of Azusa] and we look

forward to continuing our part-
SR
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Inglewood Up for Most
Business-Friendly City Award

Inglewood is among three finalists for
the Most Business-Friendly City award for
2018 presented annually by the Los Angeles
Economic Development Corporation. The cit-
ies of Inglewood, Rosemend and Whittier are
finalists for the population 50,000-and-over
category. The winner will be announced Now,
& at the Eddy Awards ceremony.

A panel of judges sclected the finalists
based on economic development efforts
within the cities and commitment to creat-
ing good jobs, the LAEDC =aid in a release.
Competitive tax rates and fees for businesses
and ecopomic incentives for attracting and
refaining companics were also considered.

“The City of Inglewood creates a busi-
ness-friendly environment because of high
prioritization of the Mayor and City Council to

relationship with entities choosing to do
business in the city,” the LAEDC said in
an announcement, “City staff responds with
accessible and eager interface with the busi-
ness community both at their service counters
and in the field, Residents wholeheanedly
support new development and went to the
polls to endorse the Stadium Initiative: and
at the same time, continue to celebrate time-
honored small businesses in Inglewood with
loyal patronage.”

American Airlines also will be recognized
for its contribution to employment and the
region's economy. The airlines directly em-
plovers nearly 7,000 people in the county
and the carier has imvested $1.6 billion to
modernize Terminals 4 and 5 at Los Angeles
International Airport.
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LAEDC Announces 2018 Finalists for Most

Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County

Winners to be named at Eddy Awards, alongside Honorees American Airlines, Cal Poly Pomona

OS ANGELES, CA - The Los
Angeles County  Economic
Development Corporation (LAEDC)
today announced the finalists for jts
2018 Most Business—Friend]y City in
Los Angeles County Award. The cities
of Inglewood, Rosemead, and Whittier
are finalists for the population 50,000
and over category, and the cities of
Azusa, Duarte, Monrovia, San (Gabriel,
and Santa Fe Springs are finalists in
the population under 50,000 category:.
One winner from each category will be
announced live at the 239 Annual

Eddy Awards® on Thursday, Novem-
ber 8th, at the Intercontinental Hotel in
Downtown LA.

CITIES with POPULATIONS of 50,000
and OVER

INGLEWOOD

The City of Inglewood creates a busi-
ness friendly environment because of
high prioritization of the Mayor and
City Council to establish an attentive,
responsive and accessible relationship
with entities choosing to do business
in the city.

ROSEMEAD

The City of Rosemead works diligent-

ly to maintain its business friendly
atmosphere. City staff works closely
and values its business community.
The City of Rosemead provides a
one-day turnaround for business
licenses, conducts over the counter
plan checks, engages with the commu-
nity, recognizes and awards business-

es for their contribution to the ci ty, and
attracts and retains a dynamic range of

businesses.

WHITTIER
The City of Whittier is committed to

fostering a business friendly atmo-

sphere and a strong local economy by
offering personalized, cost-effective

programs and services for local busi-
nesses. City staff is available to assist
the entrepreneur in the same manner
as the corporate institution, by provid-
ing high quality, streamlined assis-
tance and guidance through each step

of the planning and permitting process.
CITIES with POPULATIONS UNDER
50,000.

AZUSA
The City of Azusa recognizes the

power of commerce to help a commu-
nity thrive. That's why Azusa invests
In resources to create a business-
friendly environment. Azusa’s TOD
specific plan incentivizes develop-
ment by minimizing entitlement
requirements. City staff is readily
available to assist in navigating the
development review process and
cutting permit processing times
through preliminary plan reviews,
study sessions and a one-stop counter.

DUARTE
In Duarte, the city’s team is focused on

providing top notch customer service.
Being a small city, its staff under-
stands the necessity to be proactive in
its approach to attracting and retain-
Ing business and the need to make its
development process efficient. The
city takes pride in the exceptional
customer service that is provided and
In its transparent and straightforward
approach to everything that it does.

MONROVIA
Monrovia, a dynamic community

blending small town charm with big
city amenities, and home to nearly
40,000 active and engaged residents, is
also a world class place to do business.
In Monrovia, every business is valued
as a partner in serving the people of
Monrovia to create a community that
offers a premiere quality of life.

SAN GABRIEL

The City of San Gabriel has seen a
steady growth in jobs and small busi-

retail, food, and hospitality Industries
due to its business friendly philoso-
phy. Year-round global tourism, entre-
preneurial excellence and a culturally
rich community support San Gabriel’s
stable economy.

SANTA FE SPRINGS
Santa Fe Springs is ready for business.

Business Life, 2018

The city is strategically located with
access to major seaports, airports, fmd
transportation corridors. Over 60% of
the city is zoned for retail, office, and
industrial uses. Santa Fe Springs has
low property taxes and permit fees.

In addition to the live announcement
of the Most Business Friendly Cities in
L.A. County, the Eddy Awards gala
will also celebrate individual, corpo-
rate and education honorees.

American Airlines directly employs
nearly 7,000 people in LA County but
its economic impact extends far
beyond direct job creation. Cal Poly
Pomona University embraces a
learn-by-doing approach to education,
which means graduates gain experi-
ence with creative challenges and
technologies. With over 80% of
students living or working in the
region after graduation, they have an
outsized effect on the success of the

LA County economy, at employers
such as JPL, DWP, ESRI, Boeing,
Northrop Grumman and others. O
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LAEDC Announces 2018 Finalists for Most Business Friendly City in Los Angeles

LAEDC Announces 2018 Finalists for Most
Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County

Winners to be named at Eddy Awards, alongside Honorees American Airlines, Cal Poly Pomona

OS5 ANGELES, CA - The Los
L Angeles  County  Economic

Development Corporation (LAEDC)
today announced the finalists for its
2018 Most Business-Triendly City in
Los Angeles County Award. The cities
of Inglewood, Rosemead, and Whittier
are finalists for the population 50,000
and over category, and the cities of
Azusa, Duarte, Monrovia, San Gabriel,
and Santa Fe Springs are finalists in
the population under 50,000 category.
One winner from each category will be
announced live at the 23 Annual
Eddy Awards® on Thursday, Novem-
ber 8th, at the Intercontinental Hotel in
Downtown LA.
CITIES with POPULATIONS of 50,000
and OVER
INGLEWOOD
The City of Inglewood creates a busi-
ness friendly environment because of
high prioritization of the Mayor and
City Council to establish an attentive,
responsive and accessible relationship
with entities choosing to do business
in the city.
ROSEMEAD
The City of Rosemead works diligent-
ly to maintain its business friendly
atmosphere. City staff works closely
and values its business community.
The City of Rosemead provides a
one-day  turnaround for business
licenses, conducts over the counter
plan checks, engages with the commu-
nity, recognizes and awards business-
es for their contribution to the city, and
attracts and retains a dynamic range of
businesses.
WHITTIER
The City of Whittier is committed to
fostering a business friendly atmo-
sphere and a strong local economy by
offering personalized, cost-effective
programs and services for local busi-
nesses. City staff is available to assist
the entreprencur in the same manner
as the corporate institution, by provid-
ing high ;[uality, streamlined assis-
tance and guidance through each step

of the planning and permitting process.

CITIES with POPULATIONS UNDER
50,000,

AZUSA

The City of Azusa recognizes the
power of commeree to help a commu-
nity thrive. That's why Azusa invests
in resources to create a business-
friendly environment. Azusa’s TOD
specific plan  incentivizes develop-
ment by minimizing entitlement
requirements. City staff is readily
available to assist in navigating the
development  review process  and
cutting permit processing  times
through preliminary plan reviews,
study sessions and a one-stop counter.
DUARTE

In Duarte, the city’s team is focused on
providing top notch customer service.
Being a small city, its staff under-
stands the necessity to be proactive in
its approach to attracting and retain-
ing business and the need to make its
development process efficient. The
city takes pride in the exceptional
customer service that is provided and
in its transparent and straightforward
approach to everything that it does.
MONROVIA

Monrovia, a dynamic community
blending small town charm with big
city amenities, and home to nearly
40,000 active and engaged residents, is
also a world class place to do business.
In Monrovia, every business is valued
as a partner in serving the people of
Monrovia to create a community that
offers a premiere quality of life.

SAN GABRIEL

The City of San Gabriel has seen a
steady growth in jobs and small busi-
ness development, especially in the
retail, food, and hospitality industries
due to its business friendly philoso-
phy. Year-round global tourism, entre-
preneurial excellence and a culturally
rich community support San Gabriel's
stable economy.

SANTA FE SPRINGS

Santa Fe Springs is ready for business,

The city is strategically located with
access to major seaports, airports, and
transportation corridors. Over 60% of
the city is zoned for retail, office, and
industrial uses. Santa e Springs has
low property taxes and permit fees.

In addition to the live announcement
of the Most Business Friendly Cities in
L.A. County, the Eddy Awards gala
will also celebrate individual, corpo-
rate and education honorees.

American Airlines directly employs
nearly 7,000 people in LA County but
its cconomic impact extends far
beyond direct job creation.  Cal Poly
Pomona  University embraces a
learn-by-doing approach to education,
which means graduates gain experi-
ence with creative challenges and
technologies.  With over 80% of
students living or working in the
region after graduation, they have an
outsized effect on the success of the
LA County economy, at employers
such as JPL, DWP, ESRI, Boeing,
Northrop Grumman and others. O
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5 Things You Need To Know (SoCal)
Los AngelesMorning Brief SoCal November 12, 2018
15 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

Death Toll, Destruction From California Wildfires Rise As Blazes Continue To
Grow

Bricks, Mortar, Steel And Service: Here Are Commercial Real Estate's
Veterans

Part 2 Real Estate Scam Swindled Nearly 1,000 U.S. Investors Out Of $100M

FTC Says Trading In Tokens: How Blockchain Technology Promises To Make
Real Estate Affordable

Liquid For More Investors RSVP For DCBID’s
Why Opportunity Zones May Be the Next Hot Thing In Investing
Jamison Awarded Permits To Convert Westlake Office Building
Elon Musk First Envisioned A Double-Decker 405 Before Tunnel Idea

Elements Of Healing: How Real Estate Design Can Improve The Patient
Experience

Commercial Property Owners: Is Now The Right Time To Move?
Azusa, Whittier Chosen As Most Business-Friendly Cities By LAEDC

Casino-Dominated Hawaiian Gardens Offers Good Odds On Finding
Affordable Housing

East Coast Developer Admits To $58M Real Estate Fraud
Newly Elected Congress Could Spur Bipartisan Infrastructure Spending Deal

Citi, Others Lending $1.2B To Blackstone For Gramercy Takeover
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Azusa, Whittier Chosen as Most Business-
Friendly Cities by LAEDC

By Howard Fine Friday, November 9, 2018

Azusa and Whittier were chosen as the most business-friendly cities in the county for 2018 by the Los Angeles
County Economic Development Corp., the nonprofit announced late Nov. 8.

Azusa won for the most business-friendly city with a population under 50,000 and Whittier won for the city with a
population over 50,000. The announcement came at the LAEDC’s annual awards gala held at the Intercontinental
Hotel in downtown.

In evaluating L.A. County cities for these awards, the LAEDC evaluates their commitment to economic
development, their efforts to aid business entry, expansion and retention, their business tax rates and fee structures
and their use of economic incentives, among other things.

“This year’s...awardees are shining examples of government leaders committed to helping employers create good
jobs that help raise standards of living in their communities and across our region,” Bill Allen, the LAEDC’s chief
executive, said in the announcement.

Azusa beat out four other finalists in the small city category: Duarte, Monrovia, San Gabriel and Santa Fe Springs.
Whittier won over two other finalists in the large city category: Inglewood and Rosemead.

Last year, Arcadia won in the small city category and Downey won in the large city category.

In addition to handing out the most business-friendly city awards, the LAEDC on Nov. 8 also awarded corporate
honoree status to American Airlines for its contributions to the regional economy through the growth of its
operations at Los Angeles International Airport.

California Polytechnic University at Pomona received the LAEDC’s educational honoree award for its efforts to
educate economically disadvantaged students. And producer and digital media pioneer Beatriz Acevedo won the
LAEDCs individual honoree award for her authentic depictions of Latinos in media.


http://labusinessjournal.com/staff/howard-fine/
http://labusinessjournal.com/photos/2018/nov/09/38699/
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Azusa, Whittier named most business-friendly
cities in LA County
=DDY

Whittier Councilman (middle) and Mayor Joe Vinatieri (on his left) accept award for most-
business friendly city in Los Angeles County. at the 23rd annual Eddy Awards held Nov. 8, 2018
by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. Photo courtesy of the Economic
Development Corp.

By MIKE SPRAGUE | msprague@scng.com | Whittier Daily News
PUBLISHED: November 12, 2018 at 3:33 pm | UPDATED: November 12, 2018 at 3:34 pm

Whittier has become only the fourth municipality to be named most business friendly
city in Los Angeles County twice.

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation gave the award to
Whittier for cities with a population greater than 50,000 and to Azusa for cities with
less than 50,000 residents at the 23rd annual Eddy Awards ceremony held on
Thursday.

Whittier previously won the award in 2012. The city was recognized for fostering a
business-friendly atmosphere and a strong local economy by offering personalized,
cost-effective programs and services for local businesses, according to the release
put out by the Economic Development Corporation.


https://www.sgvtribune.com/author/mike-sprague/
mailto:msprague@scng.com
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2012/11/09/duarte-and-whittier-recognized-as-most-business-friendly/

Members of the community,
leaders gather for Santa Clarita’s
State of the City

October 26, 2018 2 Comments Tammy Murga

Forget PowerPoint presentations. What's a “City of the Arts” celebration without a creative twist to this year's Santa Clarita State of
the City? From tap dancing by Mayor Pro Tem Marsha McLean and a memorable trumpet performance by Councilman Bob Kellar to
dropping the mic at the end of Councilman Cameron Smyth'’s rap, it's safe to say the city did not miss a beat on its current state.
The City Council shared Thursday at the Hyatt Regency Valencia with notables and members of the community its
accomplishments and what is yet to come for Santa Clarita. “My city colleagues and |, along with our staff, are very passionate and
dedicated to making Santa Clarita this amazing city that we live in,” Mayor Laurene Weste said to attendees. “Santa Clarita has a
very high quality of life,” she added. “We pride ourselves in our vast open spaces, our western heritage and our well-managed
community. We are known as a creative, artistic community with a thriving economic vitality.” Through a series of video
presentations, each of the five council members discussed a handful of topics highlighting the quality Weste mentioned.

West African drumming troupe Zadonu performs for the attendees, in honor of the theme a “City of the Arts” during the annual State
of the City event, which was held at the Hyatt Regency Valencia on Thursday.To fall in line with the “City of the Arts” theme, the
mayor reflected on the formation of the Arts Master Plan two years ago, which is helping map out a long-term plan for local arts,
entertainment and cultural development. Since then, she said, the city has increased funding for its Arts Grants program by 50
percent, refurbished the Newhall Family Theatre for the Performing Arts and launched santaclaritaarts.com. Weste also spotlighted
the city’s efforts in reaching nearly 10,000 acres of ensured open space, with the recent addition of the 176-acre San Francisquito
Open Space. Financially, she presented, the city is stable thanks to its 2018-19 budget at $203 million, with a 20 percent reserve.
On the topic of roads and transportation, McLean said she was proud that 2.3 million people rode city buses, more than 450,000
used commuter services and nearly 39 miles worth of road improvements had been conducted so far. “More is on the way,” she said
in regards to road repairs, additional transportation options like the Vista Canyon development's Transit Center and Metrolink
Station, as well as a new Saugus library and arts center. Kellar covered the city’s advances on public safety, including a 19 percent
crime drop, a 12-percent reduction in collisions and those involving cyclists were down 10 percent from last year. “This decrease
means that the proactive results taken by the Sheriff's Department are leading to a safer Santa Clarita for all,” he said. Councilman
Bill Miranda highlighted several city-wide events including the annual Concerts in the Park and the upcoming Santa Clarita
Marathon and Light Up Main Street. On film, he mentioned that the city issued more than 300 permits for productions, contributing
$16.9 million to the local economy. Smyth closed by sharing Santa Clarita is “the most business-friendly city,” highlighting its
Business Incubator, which helps stimulate growth through entrepreneur and economic development. He also discussed employment
and the city’s efforts on addressing homelessness.


https://signalscv.com/2018/10/members-of-the-community-leaders-gather-for-santa-claritas-state-of-the-city/#disqus_thread
https://signalscv.com/author/tmurga1/
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Two Cities Finalist for the Most Business Friendly City Awards

Topic: Community Area News By David Barron Clicks: 432

Two local cities have made the finalist list as “2018 Most Business-Friendly City in Los
Angeles County Award,” which is judged annually by the Los Angeles County Economic
Development Corporation (LAEDC).

Rosemead is a finalist for the over population 50,000 and San Gabriel is a finalist in the
under 50,000 population category.

According to the LAEDC website, the award is based on several criteria which include:
demonstrated priority commitment to economic development and quality jobs; excellence in
programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion and retention;
competitive business tax rates and fee structures; availability of economic incentives; and
effective communication with and about business clients.

One winner in each population category will be announced live at the 23rd Annual Eddy
Awards on Thursday, November 8, 2018, at the Intercontinental Hotel in Downtown Los
Angeles.

Rosemead is competing with Whittier and Inglewood for the winner’s award. San Gabriel is
competing with Azusa, Duarte, Monrovia and Santa Fe Springs.


http://www.sgvjournal.com/local-news/community/3461-two-cities-finalist-for-the-most-business-friendly-city-awards.html
http://www.sgvjournal.com/local-news/community.html

Smyth addresses Santa Clarita
unemployment rate at State of City

The annual State of the City events always presents an opportunity to learn more about
where you live in recap format, including on the local labor force. On Thursday, Santa
Clarita Councilman Cameron Smyth dove into figures that showed a bright future for the
local labor force. “Santa Clarita continues to be the most business-friendly city in the
Los Angeles County,” he said. “Whether that's designing new technology or filming top
TV shows or creating world-class experiences, Santa Clarita remains an ideal place to
work.” The unemployment rate for the city as of July was 5.1 percent, he announced. In
March, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that 4.20 percent of people in Santa
Clarita residents who wanted jobs could not find them, a nearly one-percent increase
since July. A similar pattern has been seen across L.A. County, according to the state’s
Employment Development Department. Still, California’s job market has remained
robust in multiple cities, including Santa Clarita. By comparison, the city of Delano
ranked the highest in unemployment in March this year with 31.9 percent and a 12.2
percent in May 2010 statewide. In the past year, Smyth said, the number of jobs grew
by four percent, “which translates to 3,000 more jobs available in Santa Clarita.” A good
indicator of the strength of an area’s job market is the income per capita and the median
household income. The city’s income per capita is just more than $35,000, 12 percent
higher than the state average, and the median household income is $85,042, which
placed 33 percent above the California average. “Santa Clarita has a very educated
community, and it reflects that in the numbers,” Smyth said. “We also have a very young
working community.” He said with new development and current city services, like the
Business Incubator, he believes the unemployment rate could drop. “The Needham
Ranch Project is going to play a big role because that’s going to be adding hundreds of
thousands of square feet of industrial space without any housing,” he said. The
councilman said he would like to see more jobs in the Santa Clarita to help reduce the
number of residents traveling outside of the Santa Clarita Valley. “There’s no other city
that continues to rank amongst the best places to live and work,” said Smyth on
Thursday.


https://signalscv.com/author/tmurga1/
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Santa Clarita State Of The City
And Startup Entrepreneurs

Santa Clarita Councilman Cameron Smyth painted a bright future during his State of the City address last
Thursday. He highlighted a number of wins for the job market in Santa Clarita, vigorously running over
labor facts and figures.

Councilman Smyth said, “Santa Clarita continues to be the most business friendly city in the Los Angeles
County. Whether that’s designing new technology, filming TV shows, or creating world-class experiences,
Santa Clarita is an ideal place to work.”

Santa Clarita has an unemployment rate of 5.1 percent, which is excellent compared to neighboring cities
in LA County. In fact, Councilman Smyth praised the fact that the job market increased four percent in
just one year, adding over 3,000 jobs in the city.

Job Growth in Santa Clarita Attributed to Tech Startups

What is next for the city? Job growth in the city could be attributed to the growing technology startups in
Santa Clarita. These startups could be growing the job market while making Santa Clarita the Silicon
Valley of the South.

The increase in median household income is over $85,000 and more and more young workers are joining
the workforce in Santa Clarita. Could this be due to the growth of tech businesses in the city?

It makes sense to see tech startups and entrepreneurs popping up in Santa Clarita. The city is friendly
and open to growth and innovation. Many citizens of the city may be thinking about throwing their hat
into the entrepreneur arena, and it’s easier than one may think.


https://www.hometownstation.com/author/khts-radio
https://www.hometownstation.com/category/santa-clarita-news
https://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/santa-clarita-state-of-the-city-and-startup-entrepreneurs-254826#respond
https://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/politics/santa-clarita-community-leaders-host-state-of-the-city-luncheon-254094
https://www.dailynews.com/2018/09/25/los-angeles-countys-5-1-unemployment-9-trends-to-know/
https://angel.co/santa-clarita
https://angel.co/santa-clarita

Arcadia Aims To Increase Tourism And Makes Breakthrough In Residential
Burglaries

Historically important and famous horse racing track Santa Anita Park is featured in a video hoping to increase

tourism in the city. — File photo by Terry Miller/ Beacon Media News

By Galen Patterson

The Arcadia City Council convened for its regular bi-monthly meeting in the City Council Chambers at City Hall in Arcadia.

The city began the evening with a presentation of a new Arcadia tourism video. The presented video is part of a project to promote
Arcadia. “The goal really is to bring new business investment to the city,” said City Economic Development Analyst Tim Schwehr.
The film focused on Arcadia’s tourism attractions from a county-wide standpoint, and also was designed to inform people from
outside the area who happen to be travelling in the area. The video highlighted historically important and famous horse racing track,
Santa Anita Park, the Westfield Mall (known locally as something of an epicenter of cuisine inspired by the Eastern Hemisphere),

the Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanical Garden, the Arcadia Performing Arts Center, 626 Night Market and more.

“That’s a ... good, exciting video we hope will generate some interest in the city and | think a different image than we’ve had before,”

said Assistant City Manager Jason Kruckeberg.

The video was produced by Surge Consulting LLC, a company that Arcadia has partnered with in the past to produce films of a
similar nature, including the film that was shown showcasing Arcadia in the 2017 Eddy Awards in which Arcadia won the “Most

Business-Friendly City Award.”

Arcadia Police Chief Bob Guthrie gave a brief report to the Council on crime in the city. One achievement the Police Department has
gained in recent weeks was the cracking of codes on cell phones recovered from a captured burglar. The phones showed a wider
web of connections between the burglar and a recently-notorious ring of burglars in the county. Some of whom are believed to be

the burglars targeting celebrities and making recent county-wide headlines.


https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/10/02/los-angeles-police-arrest-celebrity-home-burglaries/1504665002/
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-celebrity-burglars-10-gangsters-20181128-story.html
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The 12 days of Christmas, Santa Clarita-style

By Ken Striplin City Manager
December 24, 2018

The holiday season is a time to be with loved ones, to give thanks and to partake in beloved holiday traditions. | want to wish all of
the residents of Santa Clarita a joyous and festive holiday season. | am thankful to have the opportunity to serve this great
community as your city manager and | am thankful for the many projects, programs and amenities that provide the high quality of life
we all enjoy. So let’s count down the 12 days of Christmas, Santa Clarita-style. Day 1: Named the 1 Most Business Friendly City in
Los Angeles County by BizFed. Day 2: Two community centers filled with enriching activities for all ages. Day 3: Three Santa
Clarita Public Library Branches offering holiday festivities, books, eBooks, events and even passport services to make your 2019
vacation planning even easier. Day 4: Four plus 30 parks, for a grand total of 34 parks for playing, exploring, picnicking and
enjoying the beautiful outdoors Santa Clarita offers. Day 5: 537 smatrt irrigation controls in landscaped medians and parks, which
have collectively saved more than 2 billion gallons of water.Day 6: Six new and upcoming projects that will have a positive impact
on our community. The new Old Town Newhall Parking Structure; the almost complete Newhall Ranch Road Bridge Widening
Project; the new Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff's Station, which is currently under construction; the new Canyon Country Community
Center, which we will break ground on in the Spring; the city supported Senior Center that is taking shape, and the new and
permanent Fire Station 104. Day 7: Seven dedicated Crime Prevention Unit zone leaders and the entire Santa Clarita Valley
Sheriff's Station team, working hard every day to protect our residents and their valuables. Day 8: An 88 percent excellent or good
rating for Santa Clarita as a place to raise a family. The results from our 2018 Public Opinion Poll also showed that the city earned
high marks as a great place to live (85 percent) and was rated excellent or good overall for quality of life in the city (83 percent). This
is a tremendous indication of our overall impact in the City as perceived by our residents! Day 9: 91 percent of construction and
demolition debris from City projects has been recycled, totaling over 115,000 tons. Day 10: More than 10,000 acres of beautiful,
pristine and preserved Open Space, where the community will be able to hike, ride and explore for generations to come. Day 11:
$11 million to ensure that our City streets are smooth and safe as part of our annual slurry seal and overlay road preservation
project, which improves roadways and extends their life. Day 12: Drug Free Youth in the Santa Clarita Valley — better known as DFY
in SCV, was launched in 2012. The program was formed to help address the growing drug epidemic and has engaged thousands of

local students in a community wide, united fight against teen substance use and abuse.
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LAEDC Names Finalists for Business-Friendly City
Honors

By Haward Fine
Thursday, Septembser 14, 2017

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Advancing Opportunity and Prosperity for Al

Los Angeles County Economic Developme=nt Corporation

The Los Angeles Cownty Economic Developrment Corporation on Thursday annownced 10 cities
in the county as finalists for its annual most business-friendly city award.

The LAED named the cities of Compton, Downey, Inglewood, Lakewood and Long Beach as
finalists for cities with at least 68,000 in population.

The economic development nonprofit named Arcadia, Azusa, Monrovia, Rosemead and 5anta Fe
Sprinigs as finalists among cities with fewer than 68,000 people.

The finalist cities were selected through independant review by a panel of jJudges based on
several critena, indluding: commitment to economic developrnent; excellence in programs and
senices to attract, retaim and expand businesses; competitive business tax rates and fee
structures: and the availability of economic incentives.

One winner from each category will be annownced live at the LAECC s 22nd anmual Eddy Awards
dimrer Moy, 9 at the new Wilshire Grand tower in downiown.

Last years winners were Santa Clarita in the large oty category and Pico Rivera for small cities.

Econom). educafon, energy and fransportation reporter Howard Fine can be reached at
hfineglabusinessioumal com. Fallow him on Twitter ghowardafine,
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Arcadia, Azusa, Monrovia,
Rosemead and Santa Fe Springs
vie to be ‘most business-friendly
city inLos Angeles County’
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Long Beach has been named a finalist for the 2017 Most Business Friendly City in Los
Angeles County award. (PHOTO BY STEVEN GEORGES)

By KEVIN SMITH | kvsmith@scng.com | San Gabriel Valley Tribune
PUBLISHED: September 19, 2017 at 110 am | UPDATED: September 20, 2017 at 2:59
am
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California and the phrase “business-friendly” might seem like an unlikely match
according to some critics, but several Los Angeles County cities have been named
finalists for a 2017 Most Business Friendly City award.

The award is given out each year by the Los Angeles County Economic

Development Corp. — one for a city with a population of 68,000 or more, and

another for a city with fewer residents.

Long Beach, Compton, Downey, Inglewood and Lakewood are finalists in the
bigger category, while Arcadia, Azusa, Monrovia, Rosemead and Santa Fe Springs

are in the running for cities with fewer than 68,000 people.

They were selected through independent review by a panel of judges based on a
variety of factors, including competitive business tax rates and fee structures,

commitment to economic development, and availability of economic incentives.

The winners will be announced Nov. 9 at the LAEDC’s 22nd annual EddyAwards

at the Intercontinental Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. The awards recognize

leadership in economic development in business, education and government
throughout L.A. County.

The judges described Long Beach as “a forward-thinking city that is committed to

creating economic opportunities for workers, investors, and entrepreneurs.”

Randy Gordon, president and CEO of the Long Beach Area Chamber of

Commerce, doesn’t dispute that.

“T've been president and CEO of the chamber for 23 years, and I've never seen so
many cranes in operation,” he said. “We have a new city hall and civic center
development with a new port administration office. That’s a $550 million project
that will be completed in 2020. We also have a new $1.4 billion bridge at the port
that’s also supposed to be completed in 2020. It will be much higher than the
current bridge, which is falling apart. It will allow bigger ships with up to 18,000
TEUs, or 20-foot equivalent units — a shipping industry standard to measure

volumes — to go under the bridge.”

Gordon said the project has been a shot in the arm for the city, creating 10,000

jobs over its 10-year construction phase.

“We also have new residential development with at least 2,000 condos and
apartments being built, and a new outdoor shopping center called The Exchange
that will begin development very soon,” he said. “With all of this building going
on, I guess we must be pretty business-friendly.”
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Santa Fe Springs is described as “ready for business” and the Economic
Development Corp. notes that more than 60 percent of the city is zoned for retail,
office and industrial uses. Residents and developers also benefit from low

property taxes and permit fees.

“We are known for our business-friendliness,” said Wayne Morrell, the city’s
director of planning. “The slogan of our former city manager Thaddeus
McCormick was, ‘We are in the approval business and we find a way to say yes.
We try to live by that slogan.”

Barbara Levine, a senior regional manager with the Economic Development
Corp., maintains an office in Santa Fe Springs to help spur economic development
there.

“Barbara is able to meet with prospective businesses and inform them of all the
resources we can access with tax incentives and rebates,” Morrell said. “We have
permit streamlining and expedited plan review. Workers comp is a big issue in
California and Barbara works with companies to provide a free audit process that

shows them how they can realize savings in that area.”

The judges deemed Monrovia “a dynamic community” blending small-town

charm with big-city amenities and “a world-class place to do business.”
Monrovia Mayor Tom Adams says that’s an apt description.

“Monrovia used to make this list, but then we kind of fell away from it,” he said.
“But now we're back on it. I met recently with the head of WorleyParsons (an
Australian engineering company servicing the natural resources and energy
sectors) and they have closed down all of their other West Coast operations and
channeled it all here. They can see that we are taking care of all of their
infrastructure needs, but I think they can also see our attitude. Businesses are

smart enough to know where they are wanted or not wanted.”

The Eddy Awards will also celebrate three corporate and education honorees:

Mark Suster, a managing partner with Upfront Ventures, a Los Angeles-based

venture capital firm; Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, a nonprofit hospital and

academic health science center in Los Angeles; and Cal State L.A.

Tags: economy
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Mayor Amundson accepted the award for Most Business Friendly City. — Courtesy photo
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The City of Arcadia was announced as the 2017 Eddy Award winner for the Most Business-Friendly City by the Los Angeles
County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) for cities with a population under 68,000 at its annual awards gala on
Thursday, Nov. 9, 2017. This is the first time that the City of Arcadia has won this prestigious award.

Finalists for the Eddy Award are selected by a blue ribbon panel that evaluates and recognizes Los Angeles County cities
that are doing the most to encourage job creation and facilitate the ease of doing business within their communities. “This is
a tremendous honor for the City of Arcadia,” said Mayor Peter Amundson. “Let it be known far and wide that Arcadia is open
for business. Our city is home to some of the finest businesses and entrepreneurs in Los Angeles County, and our
community will go above and beyond your expectations.”

Over the past several years, the City has taken great strides to cut red tape, streamline processes, and enhance customer B
service through a business assistance program, and a new pro-business Development Code. The Award is recognition that BmEREL
the City of Arcadia is without peer in our efforts to foster economic development in Los Angeles County.

The Eddy Awards began in 1996 to support the fulfillment of the LAEDC’s mission to recognize excellence by celebrating
individuals, organizations, and cities that demonstrate exceptional contributions to economic development in the region. For
more information, please visit the LAEDC website at www.laedc.org/eddy-awards.
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From left: mayor Fernando Vasquez, city manager Gilbert Livas, councilmember
Blanca Pachco, economic development director Aldo Schindler and

councilmember Rick Rodriguez.

Downey named 'Most
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DOWNEY - Downey was selected as the “Most 3 4 5 6 71 8 9

Business-Friendly City” in Los Angeles County for cities
10 11 12 13 14 15 16

with populations greater than 68,000.

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
The award was presented Nov. 9 at the 22nd annual a4 25 |26 | 27 28 29 30

Eddy Awards, put on by the Los Angeles County
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Economic Development Corporation (LACEDC) at the

Wilshire Grand Center in downtown L.A.

Arcadia was named “Most Business-Friendly City” for ERIC'S BLOG
cities with a population less than 68,000, which is the
median population size for California’s cities.

“This year’s Most Business Friendly City awardees

understand that communities and families thrive when CONNECT WITH US
good jobs are created,” said Bill Allen, Chief Executive

Officer of LAEDC. “It is great to see our region’s elected @ @
leaders and city staffers prioritize the attraction and

retention of businesses providing well-paying jobs for

our county’s residents.”

The winners were selected by a panel of blue ribbon

judges based on the following criteria: SPONSORED

m Demonstrated commitment to economic
development as a priority

m Programs and services designed to facilitate business
entry, expansion, and retention

m Economic development activity over the past three
years

m Competitive business tax rates and fee structures

m Availability of economic incentives

m Regular and effective communication with

businesses

In announcing Downey as its winner, the LACEDC
praised the city for its efforts in creating a pro-business

environment:

1
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“The City of Downey’s pro-business approach,

progressive city government, and strong local economy
make the city an excellent business location. The area
has great housing stock, a high quality of life, a skilled
workforce, and a diverse population.

“Economic development staff that serve as
ombudsmen expertly assist businesses with
entitlement, development and approval processes. By
ensuring public safety, encouraging economic growth,
and supporting environmental responsibility, Downey
remains a positive example and its essence of

community is what makes it such a special place.”

In recent years, Downey’s centralized location has
made it a healthcare hub. Kaiser Permanente recently
announced it is investing $52 million to expand its
Downey hospital, and PIH Health has spent millions of
dollars since acquiring Downey Regional Medical
Center four years ago.

Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center is
undergoing a $418 million renovation that will secure
its reputation as a state-of-the-art rehabilitation

center.

The long-abandoned Rancho Los Amigos south campus
will under a major revitalization as a result of a $468

million investment that will include a new rail transit

http://www.thedowneypatriot.com/articles/downey-named-most-business-friendly-city-in-la-county 3/5
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line along with retail, residential and commercial

development.

“We feel honored to have been named ‘Most Business-
Friendly City’ and take great pride in being the driving
force for economic growth not only in our city, but the
entire southeast region,” said Mayor Fernando Vasquez.

Mayor Pro Tem Sean Ashton added: “This award
demonstrates our commitment to economic growth
and our vision for continuing to ensure a strong and

thriving business community.”

Downey recently celebrated the opening of the newly-
expanded Downey Nissan dealership, which was the
result of a partnership between Nissan and Downey

through economic development funds.

The dealership recently celebrated the highest sales for
a Nissan dealership in the country and is expected to
generate more than $9 million annually in economic

activity to Downey.

Its former location on Firestone Boulevard has been
occupied by a new Hyundai dealership.

Giant RV recently moved into the former Gemco and
World of Decor building at Florence Avenue and
Studebaker Road.

In: News
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LAEDC Announces 2017 Finalists for Most
Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County

Winners to be named at Eddy Awards, alongside Honorees Mark Suster, Cedars-Sinai, Cal State LA

LOS ANGELES, CA (SEPTEMBER
15, 2017) - The Los Angeles County
Economic Development Corporation
(LAEDC) today announced the finalists
for its 2017 Most Business-Friendly City
in Los Angeles County Award. The
cities of Compton, Downey, Inglewood,
Lakewood and Long Beach are finalists
for the population 68,000 and over
category, and the cities of Arcadia,
Azusa, Monrovia, Rosemead and Santa
Fe Springs are finalists in the population
under 68,000 category. One winner
from each category will be announced
live at the 22nd Annual Eddy Awards®
on Thursday, November 9th, at the new
Intercontinental Hotel at the Wilshire
Grand in Downtown Los Angeles.
Business-friendly  programs and
services are a critical factor in job-

ves for small
Growth

Our love of numbers
empowers business
owners like you!

dvising
y clarifying the

www.MackeyConsulting.net

"We are pleased to see so
many cities in LA County
continuing to find
new ways to attract
and retain businesses
and the quality jobs
they provide.”

creation. The finalists were selected

through independent review by a panel

of blue ribbon judges, based on the

following criteria:

* Demonstrated priority commitment
to economic development

» Excellence in programs and services
designed to facilitate business entry,
expansion, and retention

* Competitive business tax rates and

1

fee structures
* Awvailability of economic incentives
* Effective communication with and

about business clients

"We are pleased to see so many cities
in LA County continuing to find new
ways to attract and retain businesses
and the quality jobs they provide.
We congratulate all our finalists and
look forward to announcing the two
winning cities at the LAEDC Eddy
Awards on November 9th, which is our
annual fundraiser gala, and an amazing
place to network with
the region’s leaders" 1
Bill Allen, CEO of
Los Angeles County
Economic Development
Corporation
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MBFC PR Resources (May 2015 — Nov. 2015)

Santa Clarita gets nod as a finalist for “Most Business-Friendly City” award
http://www.signalscv.com/archives/141841/preview/

Santa Clarita a Finalist for County’s Most Business-Friendly City
http://scvnews.com/2015/09/02/santa-clarita-a-finalist-for-countys-most-business-friendly-city/
Bellflower Named Finalist for L.A. County’s Most Business-Friendly City Award
http://www.noodls.com/viewNoodl/29736065/city-of-bellflower-ca/bellflower-named-finalist-for-
la-county8217s-most-busin

Bellflower nominated as business-friendly city
http://wavenewspapers.com/bellflower-nominated-as-business-friendly-city/

LAEDC Recognizes Palmdale and El Segundo as Los Angeles County’s “Most Business-Friendly” Cities
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2015/11/prweb13080895.htm

Palmdale, El Segundo 'Most Business Friendly'
http://www.labusinessjournal.com/news/2015/nov/13/palmdale-el-segundo-most-business-
friendly/

Palmdale recognized as Los Angeles County’s “Most Business-Friendly” city
http://theavtimes.com/2015/11/13/palmdale-recognized-as-los-angeles-countys-most-business-
friendly-city/

Cal State Northridge wins honors for bolstering LA economy
http://www.dailynews.com/business/20151114/cal-state-northridge-wins-honors-for-bolstering-la-

economy



http://www.signalscv.com/archives/141841/preview/
http://scvnews.com/2015/09/02/santa-clarita-a-finalist-for-countys-most-business-friendly-city/
http://www.noodls.com/viewNoodl/29736065/city-of-bellflower-ca/bellflower-named-finalist-for-la-county8217s-most-busin
http://www.noodls.com/viewNoodl/29736065/city-of-bellflower-ca/bellflower-named-finalist-for-la-county8217s-most-busin
http://wavenewspapers.com/bellflower-nominated-as-business-friendly-city/
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2015/11/prweb13080895.htm
http://www.labusinessjournal.com/news/2015/nov/13/palmdale-el-segundo-most-business-friendly/
http://theavtimes.com/2015/11/13/palmdale-recognized-as-los-angeles-countys-most-business-friendly-city/
http://theavtimes.com/2015/11/13/palmdale-recognized-as-los-angeles-countys-most-business-friendly-city/
http://www.dailynews.com/business/20151114/cal-state-northridge-wins-honors-for-bolstering-la-economy
http://www.dailynews.com/business/20151114/cal-state-northridge-wins-honors-for-bolstering-la-economy
http://www.bloomberg.com/research/markets/news/article.asp?docKey=600-201511150001KRTRIB__BUSNEWS_36708_64684-1
http://www.bloomberg.com/research/markets/news/article.asp?docKey=600-201511150001KRTRIB__BUSNEWS_36708_64684-1
http://styrk.com/posts/cal-state-northridge-wins-honors-for-bolstering-la-economy

Media Exposure for Eddy 2015 (May 2015 — Nov. 2015)

1. http://www.signalscv.com/archives/141841/preview/
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2. http://scvnews.com/2015/09/02/santa-clarita-a-finalist-for-countys-most-business-friendly-city/
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4. http://wavenewspapers.com/bellflower-nominated-as-business-friendly-city/
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3. http://www.noodls.com/viewNoodl/29736065/city-of-bellflower-ca/bellflower-named-finalist-for-la-
county8217s-most-busin

Bellflower Named Finalist for L.A. County's Most Business-Friendly City Award

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) has recently recognized Bellflower's economic development efforts by
naming the City a finalist for the 2015 Most Business-Friendly Award. The City of Bellflower, along with Carson, Lakewood, Palmdale and
Santa Clarita, has been nominated in the 67,000 and Over Population category. The winning city will be announced at the 20th Annual Eddy®
Awards on Thursday, November 12, 2015.

Under the leadership of a progressive City Council, Bellflower's hard working staff dedicated countless hours toward marketing businesses in
the Downtown district, created unique incentives to attract new businesses and committed to finding ways to say "yes" to help advance new
and existing developments. Finalists were selected based on criteria such as: a commitment to economic development, availability of economic
incentives, competitive tax rates and fee structures, effective communication with and about business clients, and services designed to facilitate
business entry, expansion, and retention.

The City of Bellflower exemplifies modern development trends by offering incentive-based zoning, Self-Certification Building Plan Check
process, citizen oversight and input with regard to economic development priorities and programs, and satisfaction surveys which allow staff to
identify and resolve business-related issues.

"We are honored to have been named a finalist for the second year in a row. This year's nomination shows Bellflower is moving in the right
direction and is committed to growing a sustainable business community. Our residents have shown overwhelming support for new
development and reinvestment in the community by approving Measure P," said Bellflower Mayor Scott A. Larsen.

The LAEDC provides collaborative and strategic economic development leadership to promote a globally competitive, prosperous and growing
L.A. County economy to improve the health and wellbeing of residents and communities and enable those residents to meet their basic human
need for a job. This is achieved through objective economic research and analysis, strategic assistance to government and business, and
targeted public policy. Their efforts are guided and supported by the expertise and counsel of our business, government and education
members and partners. The LAEDC is a private, non-profit organization established in 1981 under section 501(c)(3).


http://www.noodls.com/viewNoodl/29736065/city-of-bellflower-ca/bellflower-named-finalist-for-la-county8217s-most-busin
http://www.noodls.com/viewNoodl/29736065/city-of-bellflower-ca/bellflower-named-finalist-for-la-county8217s-most-busin

5. http://www.prweb.com/releases/2015/11/prweb13080895.htm
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6. http://www.labusinessjournal.com/news/2015/nov/13/palmdale-el-segundo-most-business-friendly/



http://www.labusinessjournal.com/news/2015/nov/13/palmdale-el-segundo-most-business-friendly/

boasts ample and affordable space, a highly skilled and motivated workforce, incentives, outstanding infrastructure, and a solid
transportation plan for the future. The city provides businesses with extremely fast entitlement approval process. The city has
implemented a new ProjectDox Prograrm where developers/contractors electronically submit plans for review, comment &
approval. Additionally, the City of Palmdale offers Crime Prevention Thru Environmental Design (CPTED) in the design stages of
development for businesses. The city does a lot of the little things right too, such as making monthly visits with the Mayor to
ccal businesses, providing perscnalized service by staff, publicizing and hesting grand openings and celebrations, and building
asting relationships. Maybe that's why John Novak, President of Patton's Steel called Palmdale "the most accommodating City
we've ever worked with”

City of El Segundo, 2015 Eddy Award winner in the population under 65,000 category:

In 2006 City of El Segundec was the inaugural winner of the Most Business Friendly City Award

Consistently over years, the city has followed the tradition of excellence by taking a hands-on and active approach in partnering
with its businesses. The city has a goal of one-day turnaround in business licenses, expedited permit process that provides over-
the-counter approvals, fee-based accelerated reviews, after-hour approvals when needed as well as 2. nline project status
tracking. El Segundo takes its commitment to excellent customer service seriously by conducting customer satisfaction
surveys. It publishes a Business Resource Guide. Additionally, the City of El Segundo does an Annual Economic Development
Strategic Plan to attract and retain new and existing businesses to continue to provide high paying jobs to its residents and the
region.

Hoeme to many Fortune 500 companies, including Mattel, DirecTV, and many preminent aercspace firms, the creative, cutting
edge technology and manufacturing of El Segundo are fostered by its business-friendly practices.

EDDY AWARD HOMOREES IN 20715

LAEDC also recognized corporate, education and individual honorees for their outstanding leadership in economic development
througheout L.A. County: CBRE Group, Inc., California State University - Morthridge (CSUN), and Snapchat co-founder and CED
Evan Spiegel.

CBRE Greup, Inc., a Fortune 500 and S&P 500 company headquartered in Los Angeles, is the world's largest commercial real
estate services and investment firm. CBRE helps locate the industries and businesses that serve as economic engines for the
region, including fereign firms that bring direct investment to the regicn. The company plays a vital role in revitalization and
redevelopment projects in LA County, and has global scale with more than 70,000 emmployees, serving rezl estate owners,
investors and oceupiers through more than 400 offices worldwide. Aside frem being a tremendeus asset to the LA region in
terms of facilitating economic development, CBRE's new LA office provides an example of how modern workplaces can better
serve employees through innovative design elements such as an open plan, free-address office, and CBRE has dramatically
reduced business interruption risk by maoving all its paper and electronic assets into the cloud. CBRE's strategic advice, property
sales and leasing, and myriad related services are a tremendeous ass

t to erganizations in the LA region and around the globe

California State University, Northridge (CSUN) is the largest of the five CSUs in LA County, fundamental to the economic
prosperity of the region. CSUN serves mere than 40,000 highly diverse students, and ranks in the top five nationally by the Sccial
Mobility Index for advancing students’ economic well-being, and by the National Science Foundation for graduates who go on to
earn doctorates in the sciences. Annual spending related to CSUN of $562.3 millicn generates a total impact of mere than $982
million on the statewide economy, which helps to sustain about 8,400 jobs in the economy and confirms its presence as the
intellectual, economic and cultural heart of The San Fernando Valley and beyond. This impact is amplified by CSUN's more than
300,000 alumni — 80 percent of whom live, work and thrive in Southern California. Staying attuned to new opportunities, GSUN's
partnership with LA Cleantech Incubater will foster entrepreneurship, business formation and jeb creaticn in a growing and
socially valuable sector. Under the guidance of President Dianne F. Harrison and her talented administrative team, CSUN aligns
programs with the workforce and skills needs of business, a critical role in future economic vitality and shared prosperity. To
further this potential, CSUN has become a model of collaboration by joining with its five regional sister institutions as the "CSUS,"
to advance regional educaticn, research and werkforce development.




7. http://theavtimes.com/2015/11/13/palmdale-recognized-as-los-angeles-countys-most-business-friendly-

city/

"This year’'s Most Business Friendly cities, Palmdale and El Segundo, understand that
communities and families thrive when good jobs are created, and because many businesses
can choose to locate those jobs anywhere, job creation depends on business-friendly
practices,” stated Bill Allen, chief executive officer of LAEDC.

The winners were selected based on the following criter

= Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority.

= Pregrams and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion and retention.
= Economic development activity owver the past three years.

= Competitive business tax rates and fee structures.

= Awvailability of economic incentives.

= Effective communication with and about business clients.

According to the LAEDC, Palmdale was recognized as the “"Most Business-Friendly” city with a
population greater than 65,000 because:

Palmdale boasts ample and affordable space, a highly skilled and motivated workforce, incentives,
outstanding infrastructure, and a solid transportation plan for the future. The city provides
businesses with extremely fast entitlement approval process. The city has implemented a new
ProjectDox Program where developers/contractors electronically submit plans for review, comment
& approval. Additionally, the city of Palmdale offers Crime Prevention Thru Envircnmental Design
(CPTED) in the design stages of development for businesses. The city does a lot of the little things
right too, such as making monthly visits with the mayor to local businesses, providing personalized
service by staff, publicizing and hosting grand openings and celebrations, and building lasting
relationships. Maybe that's why Jochn Movak, President of Patton’s Steel called Palmdale "the most
accommodating City we've ever worked with.”

About the LAEDC

Established in 1981, the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC)
provides collaborative, innovative and strategic economic development leadership to promote
a globally competitive, prosperous and growing L.A. County economy to improve the health
and well-being of residents and communities and to enable those residents to meet their
basic human need for a job. The LAEDC achieves this through objective economic research
and analysis, strategic assistance to government and business, and targeted public policy.
Since 1996, the LAEDC's Business Assistance team has helped to retain or attract over
198,000 annual jobs in Los Angeles County. For more information, visit www.LAEDC.org. For
more information on the LAEDC's annual Eddy Awards, visit www.laedc.org/eddy.
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8. http://www.dailynews.com/business/20151114/cal-state-northridge-wins-honors-for-bolstering-la-economy
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Santa Clarita Named Finalist For Most Business-Friendly
City Award

A Los Angeles County business group hamed
Santa Clarita a finalist for its 2014 Most
Business-Friendly City Award.
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Local Cities Cited as Business Friendly
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Artesia, Bellflower, Lakewood
nominated for most business
friendly city in L.A. County
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Most ‘business friendly’ cities in Los
Angeles County announced
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Whan # ccmes to cities that are considered “busir.ess friendly,” small trunips big.

The Los Angeles Courty Econom:ic Development Corp. has come up with the 10 finalistsfor itsanaual

Eddy Avards, and ey all rellect simall-lowi Arericd 1athier the Lus Augelzs wegalopulis.

The award i3 a bnciness racrniting tosl ot sorts that the agencsy nses te belp rnricipalities grov: their

econonic base.

*I kaovr veu hear epiniens that Cal:fornia isivt business frieadly, and this awards prccess helas cities te
learn redl sleps they can lake W n1ove busiuess grewth and job erzativn. We higlilighit spzalic
prozrams and processes and even the mirdset of cities related to this important aspect of jok creation,”
ageacy spokesinan Lawren Marl2 said inan 2mail.

Recognitior: iz given to zities with populations overand urder 6;,0cc residents. In the large-city
category, the nonnz=es are Bellflower, Clandale, lakewood, Palmdale and Santa Clarita, while

contenders fer the smaller categery are Artesia, [l Segundo, Gleadera, Pico Riverz and V=rnoa.
The ceremnony willtake place or. IWov. =3 at tl:e Beverly Hiltan.

Among the LAEDC’s other honarees are Honda, I'CLA and Anthony N. Pritzker, managing partner of
the Pritzker Group of Los Angeles and Chicago, which partners on leveraged buyouts, acquisitions and

recapitalizations of middle-market cempanies.
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Pico Rivera vies for title of Most
Business Friendly City in L.A. County

FOor the Third Vear na row, Lo K Werd (4 & tinakst tac the tin S Rloe t Ko andteqdly IAvan 1A Caunty .’ 1960
Rive:u uad [our oz ciliz s wilh o popukilon cieder 85,000 are rathe 1onning for Lz o ws, whizh will be
presanted crthe Lo Nrgelas County Cecoromis ©svelcomert Corgoration 8 13th Annual CAcy Aworas s
Navambar.t ar . aecvemn KA ARPAPND AL AR

PIXURINT.RA » 5 Ta-the third eanzeentiveyear. Piee Rivern isin th- manning rar 3lasr Bunin: e

Frizrdiy City in Tar Argeles Canrty.

*Thertimalist cavare acleeted haead an severaleriteria, mdd acenvnetitios knsiness tavsax-drees,

oo L st ey aud bLoReU.> Je:ikj;:(l tu k2o Lusizwss eulry., erpatizicu daad e tealion,” stat ed e
tan angales Ranramis ikevelepnent Carp.. it soaer relsnze.

Lhdbusiness colmauwnily sees Moo Risvera a5 aiable desBiatien for G o said Een Marliiea Qieslor
w exnamirity ard coonowie develspriers.

He yeinte d warard sty proges st b ass Conm izl Fasnale el Busiocs: Wald:, au yleying apart iy

maling Do RicAra ar artractiva lncation Sar hnsinassas. whather »etail ar indnstrial.

2} PeUA

“Ihe City Lonreil Teengnize d e have 2nlid rerail and indr-trialhazos hatthat o ennld 2122 da hreeter.

hiartinys secid.

Thore has besr 2 coniemited sftore, b said, niet arilyto drarw hugitissaes hnt alsas te ratain thees alraady
w: e aly,

hareaasgnitine g Arhi. Danvailman lich Archnleta aid, thaes "1 are cowpet tive wwith athar graat
les”

Lolidedts v buzicoes

WU L a group o] profassicaeds viw o Agreat jJub et uleuiog Y raue b
camrmm e, as woll 2z 2heting hnzirasss o asTar b ¥ they shald amme te lien liscara,” Archolata said

‘hare are 1.3 hnciraceas in the city, “with rasTanrant Fand-isas tha 1 1abir Enrgsr Grill a~d darsay

BEike s Sulz. as velles Hesbor Freigdu Toels. aEscovnt taw] sters, oot 15 (o wu

Archnlera 2aid tha verent addition ct Narm's Raztanrant and the Fusinesens ooming it <hnws that rha
Ufrastsastums ovicvegezut; June iitbe GUr — decluding e saew Ebsars and sarkio proveweuts. wiig
tha aeld ~d revenas trom the 1 pereset salas tacbike parsrd hywatsrsin 2203 kaspaid ast.

st the tiney, soned oIty oftlrinlz thught th Lo.25 perennt zalkes tox would deter mavs brzimaz s toming inte
e aly, vlide dny i cul ey already 2 lhe dly.



La Mirada Named Finalist for ‘Most Business-Friendly City’
By Rico Dizon

For the sixth consecutive year, La Mirada is a finalist for the “Most Business-Friendly City” award from the Los Angeles County
Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC).

La Mirada’s low cost of doing business, business recognition program, and low crime rate were cited as reasons for its selection.
For over 50 years the Cityhas worked closely with businesses to meet their needs and promote economic vitality.

“Businesses are an important part of La Mirada and we work to maintain positive relationships with the business community,”
says City Manager designee Jeff Boynton. “Being named a six-time finalist for this award reflects La Mirada’s stability as an
excellent business location.”

The City maintains positive communication with the business community by reaching out to business to discuss issues, resolve
barriers to growth, identify expansion opportunities and recognize accomplishments.

This year, the City expanded its Business Recognition Program to highlight La Mirada business and community achievements at
City Council meetings and City publications.

Several new businesses have chosen to open in La Mirada recently, including Walgreens Pharmacy at the renovated Crossroads
Shopping Center on the corner of Imperial Highway and La Mirada Boulevard. A new 35,000 square foot Walmart Neighborhood
Market is set to open at the shopping center this fall along with other improvements.

The LAEDC will announce its “Most Business Friendly City” award winner on November 14.
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Glendale, Glendora Win Biz-Friendly Cities
Honors
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Santa Monica Vies Again for Title of County’s Most Business-Friendly City

By Jason Islas
Staff Writer

October 17, 2013 -- For the second year in a row, Santa Monica is in the running to earn the title of “Most Business-Friendly” city in
Los Angeles County.

Santa Monica will compete against four other cities -- Paramount, Glendora, Lancaster and Pico Rivera -- with populations over 50,000
for the title, bestowed by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation at the 18th Annual Eddy Awards next month.

“We’ll hear people sometimes say that it's hard to do business in Santa Monica, but this points out that it's not,” said Mayor Pam
O’Connor. “Yes, we have standards, but businesses want to be here.”

She said that one thing that makes Santa Monica attractive to businesses is the “fair, comprehensible” process the City has for
prospective business owners.

That, combined with state-of-the-art amenities like a dark fiber broadband network installed throughout the city, invite small and large
businesses alike to set up shop here, she said.

“We have a global, mobile society,” she said. “Those kind of external changes have changed the world. It's important to be
nimble and responsive to those changes.” Carl Hansen, director of government affairs for the Chamber of Commerce, said,
“The Chamber is super excited about it.”

He credited the close working relationship the Chamber has with City staff with contributing to Santa Monica’s success.

Each year since 2006, the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation has honored one of the County’s 88 cities for its
work supporting the economic growth of the Los Angeles region.

Last year, Santa Monica made it to the finals for the first time, but eventually lost out to Whittier in East Los Angeles. That same year,
the City of Duarte triumphed among those cities with less than 60,000 residents.

Other past winners in the population of 60,000 and up category include Long Beach in 2009, Alhambra in 2010 and West Covina

in 2011.

The competition is just one way that the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation shores up the region’s economic
vitality, which officials estimate generated more than $500 billion in economic activity in 2008.

In 2009, the Corporation took the lead in drafting the Los Angeles County Strategic Plan for Economic Development.

Within the plan, now in its third year of implementation, County officials call for municipalities to include economic development in their
general plans, adopt “clear, reasonable and predictable processes for the development of land” and educate stakeholders on the value
of promoting business-friendly environments.



L.A. County Finalists for 2013 Business-Friendly Cities

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) recently announced the finalists for its 2013 Most Busi-
ness-Friendly City in Los Angeles County award. The cities of Glendora, Lancaster, Paramount, Pico Rivera, and Santa Monica
are finalists for the population 50,000 and over category, and the cities of Artesia, Bell Gardens, El Segundo, La Mirada, and San
Gabriel are finalists in the population 50,000 and under category.

One winner from each category will be announced live at the 18th Annual Eddy Awards® on Thursday, November 14th, at the
Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills. Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy Awards gala has become the most important economic develop-
ment award program in the state of California. In 2006, the LAEDC created the “business-friendly” award category to recognize
cities within the County that are proactively promoting businessfriendly programs and services.

The finalists were selected based on the following criteria:

» Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority

» Excellence in programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention

» Economic development activity over the past three years

» Competitive business tax rates and fee structures

* Availability of economic incentives

» Effective communication with and about business clients

Each of the finalists has created a business-friendly environment that encourages businesses to locate or expand in
their respective communities.

Cities With Populations of 50,000+

City of Glendora

Chris Jeffers

City Manager

The City of Glendora has been repeatedly included in the Kosmont-Rose Institute Cost of Doing Business Survey

(Kosmont-Rose Survey) among the least expensive cities to conduct business in L.A. County. The City offers an
online Business Resource Guide and permit system available 24/7, competitive fees and lease rates, business workshops,
guality infrastructure, distinguished schools, and numerous parks and entertainment options. Glendora was a “Most Business
Friendly City” finalist in 2012.
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L.A. County Finalists for 2013 Business-Friendly Cities
Cities With Populations of 50,000+

City of Lancaster

Mark Bozigian

City Manager

With its pro-business attitude and approach to encouraging business growth, Lancaster has been recognized as
one of the least expensive places to conduct business by the Kosmont-Rose Survey. The City’s economic stimulus package,
streamlined permit process and reduced transaction fees have spurred economic, community and real estate development,
including the award-winning downtown revitalization project, transforming the downtown area into a vibrant urban center, with 50
new businesses and hundreds of new jobs. Lancaster was a 2006 “Most Business Friendly City” finalist and was named the 2007
Most Business Friendly City in LA County.

City of Paramount

Linda Benedetti-Leal

City Manager

With its convenient proximity to four major freeways, low cost of doing business, humerous incentive programs and
a business-friendly reputation, business is booming in Paramount. Among the City’s most highly-prized business friendly pro-
grams are: the City’s streamlined permit process; fasttracked approvals; and low licensing and permit fees relative to neighboring
cities. Paramount’s new “Business Services” page on the City's website includes online business licenses; available retail, office,
and industrial locations for sale or lease; and no-cost business assistance resources. The City invests in its future with the Para-
mount Education Partnership, aiming to improve educational outcomes, increase per capita personal and median household in-
come levels, and provide businesses with prepared workforces. This is the first year Paramount has been a finalist for the “Most
Business Friendly City in LA County” award.

City of Pico Rivera

Dr. Ronald Bates

City Manager

The City strives to continuously review, revisit and revise regulatory and entitlement process systems when they

impede economic development and job creation. Pico Rivera’s Business Assistance Program includes outreach, work-
shops, site selection assistance, facade improvements, business surveys, online business resource center, and monthly newsletter
advertising new businesses and local employment opportunities. Pico Rivera endeavors to provide counter approvals and responses
to applicants within 24 hours, and the City is in the process of adopting a film-friendly ordinance. Pico Rivera was a finalist for the
2012 “Most Business Friendly City in LA County” award.
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L.A. County Finalists for 2013 Business-Friendly Cities
Cities With Populations of 50,000+

City of Santa Monica

Rod Gould

City Manager

Santa Monica values its businesses, making support of businesses a top priority by offering exceptional incentives

and unparalleled accessibility. The City recently streamlined its planning and permitting process to make it less
complicated. Other business friendly incentives include: business license waivers for struggling small businesses; direct financial
assistance and reduced operating costs; and a downtown parking incentive. The City partners with public and private organiza-
tions to offer workforce training programs, site selection assistance, business workshops for small business owners, access to
loans and financial assistance, and free one-on-one business consulting. Santa Monica was a 2012 “Most Business Friendly City
in LA County” award finalist.

Cities With Populations of 50,000 And Under

The Eddy Awards were introduced by the LAEDC in 1996 to celebrate individuals
and organizations that demonstrate exceptional contributions to positive economic
development in the region. The Awards have grown to recognize cities for their
business friendliness and, most recently, to distinguish educational institutions for
their work advancing regional economic development goals. For more information
about the Eddy Awards?®, visit www.laedc.org/eddy. The LAEDC, the region’s
premier economic development leadership organization, is a private, non-profit
organization established in 1981 under section 501(c)(3). Its mission is to attract,
retain, and grow business and jobs for the regions of Los Angeles County.



Glendora Named Finalist As Business-Friendly City
Posted by Aaron Castrejon , October 30, 2013 at 12:00 PM

Members of the Glendora City Council display
their honorary scroll at the Oct. 22 City Council
meeting.

Photo courtesy of the City of Glendora.

The City of Glendora was presented with a plaque and scroll honoring its
being chosen as a finalist as “Most Business-Friendly City.”

The Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation presented the city
with its plaque and scroll from the LAEDC and the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors at the Oct. 22 City Council meeting.

Glendora is a finalist as a city with over 50,000 residents and is vying for the
award along with Lancaster, Pico Rivera, Paramount and Santa Monica.

“Too often we hear from many businesses that it’s really hard to do business
in California, it's hard to do business in LA County. | want to say you guys
are doing incredible things,” said Bob Machuca, LAEDC senior regional
manager.

Machuca admired Glendora’s website, calling it interactive, full of information
and noted how its permit process flowchart was a welcomed feature for new
businesses.

This is the second year in a row Glendora was selected as a finalist for the
award. Duarte won last year.

From the Web



La Mirada named most business-friendly city

By Mike Sprague, Whittier Daily News
Saturday, November 23, 2013

LA MIRADA >> If you try, try and try again, you can succeed. Look at this city where for the past five years it was a runner-up for the
most business friendly award from the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation.

But no more: La Mirada has won the award this year for cities with a population of less than 50,000 this year.

“It's gratifying,” Mayor Steve De Ruse said. “We didn't just keep nominating the same old thing. We kept trying to improve. Every year
we would look at what we’re doing and how can we be better.”

City Manager Jeff Boynton said La Mirada doesn’'t have a utility users tax or high developer fees. The city also has business outreach
efforts, including a business forum and brokers breakfast for industrial area real estate professionals.

“Shop! See! Splash!,” the city’s “Shop La Mirada” campaign, encourages shoppers to support La Mirada businesses by allowing them
to redeem their shopping receipts for vouchers toward the purchase of La Mirada Theatre or Splash! Regional Aquatics Center tickets.

La Mirada was also selected based on the Kosmont-Rose Survey listing the city as an inexpensive place to conduct business.
Councilman Larry Mowles said the award should help the city to attract new business.

“We have within our several retail centers some vacancies,” Mowles said.

“We would of course like to fill those vacancies,” he said. “This is one of those things that we can put out there. It's a good feather in
our cap.”

Among the vacancies are the former Toys “R” Us in the La Mirada Theatre Center.



Press — Lancaster earns Eddy for most business-friendly city

The City of Lancaster announced Friday that it was hamed “Most Business-Friendly City”
at the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation’s 18th annual Eddy Awards
Thursday evening.

Lancaster is the first city in the history of the program to have won the award twice, with its
first win in 2007, according to the news release.

“We are deeply honored that an organization of this caliber has once again recognized
Lancaster with this very prestigious award,” Mayor R. Rex Parris said in the release. “Since
1996, LAEDC and its president, Bill Allen, have played a key role in many of Lancaster’s
recent successes, including the attraction of BYD’s ebus and battery manufacturing
facilities.”

The LAEDC is the premier economic development organization in Los Angeles County,
since 1996 having helped retain or attract more than 190,000 annual jobs in the county
with an estimated labor income of $11.8 billion.

During Thursday night's ceremony, the City of La Mirada was also named Most Business- Friendly Smaller City, with a population
under 50,000.

“This year’s Most Business-Friendly Cities, Lancaster and La Mirada, understand that domestic and global competition for jobs,
businesses and entire industries has never been fiercer,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC president and CEO. “The City of Lancaster
vigorously competes by training its residents for tomorrow’s jobs, not for yesterday’s; by keeping costs and fees down to attract
new businesses and jobs; and by supporting its start-up sector, which will drive the city’s economic growth in the future.”

The winners were selected based on criteria such as their ability to demonstrate a commitment to economic development
as a priority; designing programs and services that facilitate business entry, expansion and retention; and a city’s economic
development activity over the past three years.

“Considered one of the least expensive places to conduct business by the Kosmont-Rose Survey, Lancaster’s economic stimulus
package, streamlined permit process, and reduced transactions fees have spurred economic, community and real estate
development,” a press release issued by theLAEDC stated. “The downtown revitalization project created a vibrant urban center
with 50 new businesses and hundreds of new jobs.”

The Eddy Awards celebrate public and private excellence in LA County economic development, with the Most Business-Friendly
City Award, and with the recognition of individuals and private organization honorees that demonstrate exceptional contributions
to positive economic development in the region.



Lancaster: Most Business Friendly City
By MARK MADLER
Friday, November 15, 2013

Lancaster has been named one of L.A. County’s Most Business Friendly Cities by the Los Angeles County Economic
Development Corp.

The Antelope Valley city received the Eddy Award in the category of cities with a population of greater than 50,000. The other
finalists were Santa Monica, Glendora, Paramount, and Pico Rivera.

The 18th annual awards event took place Thursday evening at the Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, where La Mirada was
recognized as the county’s most business friendly smaller city.

The LAEDC noted Lancaster for keeping costs and fees down to attract new businesses, its downtown revitalization project that
has created new jobs and a streamlined permit process.

LAEDC Chief Executive Bill Allen said that Lancaster and La Mirada understand that domestic and lobal competition for business
and jobs has never been fiercer.

“The City of Lancaster vigorously competes by training its residents for tomorrow’s jobs, not for yesterday’s; and by supporting its
start-up sector, which will drive the city’s economic growth in the future,” said Allen, in a prepared statement.

The LAEDC began the competition seven years ago to boost competition among the county’s 88 cities and stimulate economic
development and job creation. Winners must demonstrate a commitment to economic development, show they are able to retain
businesses and keep business taxes and fees competitive.

“We are truly honored,” said Lancaster Mayor R. Rex Parris. “We will continue to work side-by-side with our stellar business
community to ensure that our city remains the Most Business-Friendly.”

Lancaster was previously recognized for the same award in 2007.



Lancaster and La Mirada Recognized as Los Angeles

County’s “Most Business-Friendly” Cities
Lancaster and La Mirada Recognized as Los Angeles County’s “Most Business-Friendly”
Cities at 2013 LAEDC Eddy Awards

Los Angeles, CA (PRWEB) November 15, 2013
Tonight at the 18th annual Eddy Awards, the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation

(LAEDC) recognized the City of Lancaster as the Most Business Friendly City with a population greater
than 50,000 and the City of La Mirada as the Most Business Friendly City with a population under 50,000.

“This year’s Most Business Friendly Cities, Lancaster and La Mirada, understand that domestic and global competition for jobs,
businesses and entire industries has never been fiercer,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC president and CEO. “The City of Lancaster
vigorously competes by training its residents for tomorrow’s jobs, not for yesterday’s; by keeping costs and fees down to attract
new businesses and jobs; and by supporting its start-up sector, which will drive the city’s economic growth in the future.”

“Not to be outdone in this global competition, the City of La Mirada forcefully competes by developing and implementing its own
strategic plan for economic development to increase investment and boost the city’s ability to attract and retain businesses and
jobs; by institutionalizing a red tape to red carpet ethos that permeates all of its business-facing activities; and by rolling out the
official welcome mat with city council members regularly visiting with community businesses. Both of these cities’ most business
friendly best practices are ones that every LA County city serious about succeeding in this global competition would be well
advised to replicate.”

Photos of the honorees are available at http://www.flickr.com/photos/laedc/sets/72157637393835614/.

The winners were selected based on the following criteria:

» Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority

» Programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention
» Economic development activity over the past three years

» Competitive business tax rates and fee structures

« Availability of economic incentives

« Effective communication with and about business clients
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Lancaster and La Mirada Recognized as Los Angeles

County’s “Most Business-Friendly” Cities
Lancaster and La Mirada Recognized as Los Angeles County’s “Most Business-Friendly”
Cities at 2013 LAEDC Eddy Awards

City of Lancaster, 2013 Eddy Award winner in the population 50,000+ category:

Considered one of the least expensive places to conduct business by the Kosmont-Rose Survey, Lancaster’s economic
stimulus package, streamlined permit process, and reduced transactions fees have spurred economic, community and real
estate development. The downtown revitalization project created a vibrant urban center with 50 new businesses and hundreds
of new jobs.

City of La Mirada, 2013 Eddy Award winner in the population under 50,000 category:

La Mirada develops and follows a strategic plan for economic development, and assists businesses with tax savings, low fees
for business licenses and development, minimal red tape, quality customer service, expedited permit processing, and online
business licenses. La Mirada was recognized in the Kosmont-Rose Survey as an inexpensive place to conduct business, and
ranked 34th Best Place to Live in America by CNN and has achieved a low unemployment rate of 6%.

EDDY AWARD HONOREES

LAEDC also recognized three private sector honorees for their outstanding leadership in economic development throughout

L.A. County; SpaceX, University of Southern California, and Yang Ho Cho. SpaceX designs, manufacturers, and launches the
world’'s most advanced rockets and spacecraft. Founded in 2002 by Elon Musk, the company is revolutionizing space technology.
SpaceX continues to expand and create aerospace jobs in Los Angeles County, with nearly 3,000 local employees. SpaceX and
its highly skilled workers are reinforcing the reputation of Los Angeles County as a leader in innovation and aerospace ingenuity.

The University of Southern California (USC) is one of the world’s leading private research universities. An anchor institution

in Los Angeles, a global center for arts, technology and international business, USC enrolls more international students than
any other private research university in the U.S. USC is the largest private employer in the city of Los Angeles. The University
recently launched The USC Village redevelopment -- the largest economic development project to be proposed in South L.A,
which will generate approximately 12,000 new jobs, 4,000 construction-related, and 8,000 permanent.

Yang Ho Cho is the Chairman, CEO and major shareholder of the Hanjin Group, a global transportation conglomerate of 45
companies in the aviation, maritime and ground transportation industries which includes Korean Air, Hanjin Shipping, Hanjin
Transportation as well as ground handling companies, private educational institutions, and not-for-profit foundations. Mr. Cho

is making a significant investment in the construction of a worldclass building at the site of the former Wilshire Grand hotel in
downtown Los Angeles. It is estimated that the project will infuse $1 billion into the local economy, producing as many as 11,000
temporary and 1,750 permanent jobs, and strengthening the region’s travel and tourism industry. The Eddys celebrate Yang Ho
Cho’s personal connection with Los Angeles and his continuing and lasting positive influence on regional economic development.



Lancaster recognized

Only city to win the award the ‘Most Business-Friendly’ in L.A. County twice
OW Staff Writer

The city of Lancaster was hamed “Most Business-Friendly City” at the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation
(LAEDC) 18th annual Eddy Awards this week. Lancaster is the first city in the history of the program to have won the award
twice; its first win was in 2007.

“We are deeply honored that an organization of this caliber has once again recognized Lancaster with this very prestigious
award,” said Mayor R. Rex Parris. “Since 1996, LAEDC and its president, Bill Allen, have played a key role in many of
Lancaster’s recent successes, including the attraction of BYD’s e-bus and battery manufacturing facilities.”

The LAEDC is the premier economic development organization in Los Angeles County, and since 1996 has helped retain or
attract more than 190,000 annual jobs in the county with an estimated labor income of $11.8 billion.

During the ceremony, the city of La Mirada was also named Most Business-Friendly Smaller City, with a population under 50,000.

“This year’s Most Business-Friendly Cities, Lancaster and La Mirada, understand that domestic and global competition for
jobs, businesses and entire industries has never been fiercer,” said Allen, LAEDC president and CEO. “The city of Lancaster
vigorously competes by training its residents for tomorrow’s jobs, not for yesterday’s; by keeping costs and fees down to attract
new businesses and jobs; and by supporting its start-up sector, which will drive the city’s economic growth in the future.”

The winners were selected based on the following criteria:

» Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority

» Programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention
» Economic development activity over the past three years

» Competitive business tax rates and fee structures

* Availability of economic incentives

« Effective communication with and about business clients
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Lancaster recognized

Only city to win the award the ‘Most Business-Friendly’ in L.A. County twice
OW Staff Writer

“Considered one of the least expensive places to conduct business by the Kosmont-Rose Survey, Lancaster’'s economic stimulus
package, streamlined permit process, and reduced transactions fees have spurred economic, community and real estate
development,” states a press release issued by the LAEDC. “The downtown revitalization project created a vibrant urban center
with 50 new businesses and hundreds of new jobs.”

In addition to the Most Business-Friendly City Awards, the LAEDC also recognized three world-class private sector entities for
their outstanding contributions to economic development in Los Angeles County: SpaceX, Yang Ho Cho, and USC.

SpaceX designs, manufacturers, and launches the world’s most advanced rockets and spacecraft. Founded in 2002 by Elon
Musk, who also played an integral role in the creation of PayPal and currently holds key leadership positions with Tesla Motors
and SolarCity, the company is revolutionizing space technology. SpaceX continues to expand and create aerospace jobs in Los
Angeles County, with nearly 3,000 local employees. SpaceX and its highly skilled workers are reinforcing the reputation of Los
Angeles County as a leader in innovation and aerospace ingenuity.

Yang Ho Cho is the chairman, CEO and major shareholder of the Hanjin Group, a global transportation conglomerate of 45
companies in the aviation, maritime and ground transportation industries which include Korean Air, Hanjin Shipping, Hanjin
Transportation as well as ground handling companies, private educational institutions, and not-for-profit foundations. Cho is
making a significant investment in the construction of a world-class building at the site of the former Wilshire Grand hotel in
downtown Los Angeles. It is estimated that the project will infuse $1 billion into the local economy, producing as many as 11,000
temporary and 1,750 permanent jobs while strengthening the region’s travel and tourism industry.

USC is one of the world’s leading private research universities. An anchor institution in Los Angeles and a global center for arts,

technology, and international business, USC enrolls more international students than any other private research university in the
U.S. Itis also the largest private employer in Los Angeles. The university recently launched the USC Village redevelopment, the
largest economic development project to be proposed in South L.A, which will generate approximately 12,000 new jobs—4,000

construction-related and 8,000 permanent.

“We are truly honored to have been recognized alongside such global titans of commerce and education as SpaceX, Yang Ho
Cho, and the University of Southern California,” added Parris. “On behalf of the city of Lancaster, | would like to thank the LAEDC
for organizing this world-class program and for honoring us with this prestigious award. We will continue to work side-by-side with
our stellar business community to ensure that our city remains the most business-friendly.”



By MyAntelopeValley Staff
Lancaster Recognized Again as the “Most Business-Friendly City”
by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation

Saturday, November 30, 2013

The City of Lancaster was named “Most Business-Friendly City” at the Los Angeles County
Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC'’s) 18th annual Eddy Awards Thursday evening.
Lancaster is the first city in the history of the program to have won the award twice, with its
first win in 2007.

“We are deeply honored that an organization of this caliber has once again recognized
Lancaster with this very prestigious award,” said Mayor R. Rex Parris. “Since 1996, LAEDC
and its president, Bill Allen, have played a key role in many of Lancaster’s recent successes,
including the attraction of BYD's e-bus and battery manufacturing facilities.”

The LAEDC is the premier economic development organization in Los Angeles County, since
1996 having helped retain or attract more than 190,000 annual jobs in the County with an
estimated labor income of $11.8 billion.

During last night's ceremony, the City of La Mirada wasalsonamed Most Business-Friendly
Smaller City,with a population under 50,000.

“This year's Most Business-Friendly Cities, Lancaster and La Mirada, understand that domestic and global competition for jobs,
businesses and entire industries has never been fiercer,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC president and CEO. “The City of Lancaster
vigorously competes by training its residents for tomorrow’s jobs, not for yesterday’s; by keeping costs and fees down to attract
new businesses and jobs; and by supporting its start-up sector, which will drive the city’'s economic growth in the future.”

The winners were selected based on the following criteria:
« Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority
« Programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention
« Economic development activity over the past three years
« Competitive business tax rates and fee structures
« Availability of economic incentives
« Effective communication with and about business clients
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By MyAntelopeValley Staff
Lancaster Recognized Again as the “Most Business-Friendly City”
by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation

“Considered one of the least expensive places to conduct business by the Kosmont-Rose Survey, Lancaster’'s economic

stimulus package, streamlined permit process, and reduced transactions fees have spurred economic, community and real estate
development,” states a press release issued by the LAEDC. “The downtown revitalization project created a vibrant urban center
with 50 new businesses and hundreds of new jobs.”

Along with the Most Business-Friendly City Awards, the LAEDC also recognized three world-class private sector entities for their
outstanding contributions to economic development in Los Angeles County: SpaceX, Yang Ho Cho, and the University of Southern
California.

SpaceX designs, manufacturers, and launches the world’s most advanced rockets and spacecraft. Founded in 2002 by Elon
Musk, who also played an integral role in the creation of PayPal and currently holds key leadership positions with Tesla Motors
and SolarCity, the company is revolutionizing space technology. SpaceX continues to expand and create aerospace jobs in
Los Angeles County, with nearly 3,000 local employees. SpaceX and its highly skilled workers are reinforcing the reputation of
Los Angeles County as a leader in innovation and aerospace ingenuity.

Yang Ho Cho is the Chairman, CEO and major shareholder of the Hanjin Group, a global transportation conglomerate of 45
companies in the aviation, maritime and ground transportation industries which include Korean Air, Hanjin Shipping, Hanjin
Transportation as well as ground handling companies, private educational institutions, and non-profit foundations. Mr. Cho is
making a significant investment in the construction of a world-class building at the site of the former Wilshire Grand hotel in
downtown Los Angeles. It is estimated that the project will infuse $1 billion into the local economy, producing as many as
11,000 temporary and 1,750 permanent jobs while strengthening the region’s travel and tourism industry.

The University of Southern California (USC) is one of the world’s leading private research universities. An anchor institution in

Los Angeles and a global center for arts, technology, and international business, USC enrolls more international students than any
other private research university in the U.S. USC is also the largest private employer in the City of Los Angeles. The University
recently launched The USC Village redevelopment, the largest economic development project to be proposed in South L.A, which
will generate approximately 12,000 new jobs: 4,000 construction-related and 8,000 permanent.

“We are truly honored to have been recognized alongside such global titans of commerce and education as SpaceX, Yang Ho
Cho, and the University of Southern California,” added Parris. “On behalf of the City of Lancaster, | would like to thank the LAEDC
for organizing this world-class program and for honoring us with this prestigious award. We will continue to work side-by-side with
our stellar business community to ensure that our city remains the Most Business-Friendly.”



County's "Most Business Friendly" Cities at Eddys Awards

Alhambra wins top honors for cities with populations greater than 60,000, while Cerritos wins for cities with less than 60,000 residents

In the category of cities with less than 60,000 residents, the City of Cerritos rose to the challenge and took the top prize. Located in the
heart of the Los Angeles Metro Area, Cerritos offers businesses a strategic location in a community with a solid fiscal position, exceptional
services and a tradition of strong city leadership. The city provides fast-track permitting, is a "no/ low" property tax city with no utility user
tax, and has two redevelopment project areas, and a business retention and expansion program.

The city's economic development priorities are taken from their Economic Development Strategic Plan that focuses efforts to ensure the
success of existing businesses. A city ombudsman escorts businesses through the complexities of local, regional, state and federal
agencies and regulations.

Cerritos is committed to providing a well planned, safe, and attractive community for its businesses that improve the economic climate and
that also maintain a high quality of life for its residents. The city is home to the world's first and most successful regional auto mall, the
Cerritos Auto Square and was a finalist in 2007 and 2008.

"We're delighted to present our fifth annual award to these very deserving cities,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC president and CEO. "The cities of
Alhambra and Cerritos best represent what can be achieved when our city governments work side by side with the business community to
create business-friendly environments where quality jobs can grow.

Each year, this competition reveals that more and more cities are being proactive in their efforts to retain and attract quality jobs and
businesses in their communities. The ability and commitment of our local governments to attract and retain good jobs is absolutely
essential if our region is to regain its economic vitality and sustain our quality of life in the future."



Lancaster and La Mirada Named County’s
Most Business-Friendly Cities

By HOWARD FINE
Friday, November 15, 2013

Lancaster and La Mirada were named the most business-friendly cities in Los Angeles County by the county’s economic
development organization.

At its annual awards gala on Thursday, the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. named Lancaster as the most
business-friendly city with a population over 50,000, while La Mirada was chosen the most business-friendly among cities with
fewer than 50,000 people.

The LAEDC began the most business-friendly cities contest seven years ago as a way to boost competition among the
county’s 88 cities to stimulate economic development and job creation. Winners must demonstrate a commitment to economic
development, show they keep business costs low and retain companies.

“This year’s most business-friendly cities — Lancaster and La Mirada — understand that domestic and global competition for jobs,
businesses and entire industries has never been fiercer,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC chief executive.

This is the second time Lancaster has won the most business-friendly city award; the first time was in 2007.
Also receiving awards at the organization’s annual gala were: Space X Chief Executive Elon Musk; USC, for its massive Village

redevelopment project; and Yang Ho Cho, chief executive of the Hanjin Group, which is investing more than $1 billion in a new
office/condo tower on the site of the former Wilshire Grand Hotel in downtown Los Angeles.



Lancaster: LA County’s Most Business Friendly City

LANCASTER — The City of Lancaster was named “Most Business-Friendly City” at the Los Angeles County Economic
Development Corporation’s 18th annual Eddy Awards. Lancaster is the first city in the history of the program to have won the
award twice, with its first win in 2007, city officials announced in a news release.

“We are deeply honored that an organization of this caliber has once again recognized Lancaster with this very prestigious
award,” said Mayor R. Rex Parris. “Since 1996, LAEDC and its president, Bill Allen, have played a key role in many of
Lancaster’s recent successes, including the attraction of BYD’s e-bus and battery manufacturing facilities.”

The LAEDC is the premier economic development organization in Los Angeles County, since 1996 having helped retain or
attract more than 190,000 annual jobs in the County with an estimated labor income of $11.8 billion.

During last night’'s ceremony, the City of La Mirada was also named Most Business-Friendly Smaller City, with a population
under 50,000.

“This year’'s Most Business-Friendly Cities, Lancaster and La Mirada, understand that domestic and global competition for
jobs, businesses and entire industries has never been fiercer,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC president and CEO. “The City of
Lancaster vigorously competes by training its residents for tomorrow’s jobs, not for yesterday’s; by keeping costs and fees
down to attract new businesses and jobs; and by supporting its start-up sector, which will drive the city’s economic growth in
the future.”

The winners were selected based on the following criteria:

Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority

Programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention
Economic development activity over the past three years

Competitive business tax rates and fee structures

Availability of economic incentives

Effective communication with and about business clients

“Considered one of the least expensive places to conduct business by the Kosmont-Rose Survey, Lancaster’'s economic
stimulus package, streamlined permit process, and reduced transactions fees have spurred economic, community and real
estate development,” states a press release issued by the LAEDC. “The downtown revitalization project created a vibrant
urban center with 50 new businesses and hundreds of new jobs.”

“On behalf of the City of Lancaster, | would like to thank the LAEDC for organizing this world-class program and for honoring
us with this prestigious award,” stated Parris. “We will continue to work side-by-side with our stellar business community to
ensure that our city remains the Most Business-Friendly.”

(Information via press release from the city of Lancaster.)



Duarte and Whittier Named Most Business Friendly
By HOWARD FINE Friday, November 9, 2012

Duarte and Whittier have been named as L.A. County’s most business-friendly cities.

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation announced the two cities in eastern Los Angeles County as the
winners of the most business-friendly cities award at a ceremony Thursday night. Duarte won in the small cities category and
Whittier won in the large cities category.

“Both cities stand out as model communities in Los Angeles County by proactively engaging and working with businesses and the
private sector to create jobs for their residents,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC chief executive.

The LAEDC started the most business-friendly cities award in 2006 as a way to get cities to compete to be more welcoming to
business. The winners are selected based on their commitment to economic development, the quality of their programs to assist
business entry, expansion and retention and low business tax rates and fee structures.



Whittier Daily News

WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA

Duarte and Whittier recognized as "Most Business Friendly’

By Sandra T. Molina, SGVN
twitter.com/molinasgvn

Posted: 11/09/2012 05:33:59 PM PST
Updated: 11/09/2012 08:50:51 PM PST

LOS ANGELES - The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) named Whittier, in the large city catego-
ry, and Duarte, in the small city category, as its Most Business Friendly Cities Thursday at the 17th annual Eddy Awards at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel.

Since 2006, the LAEDC has recognized cities within the county that are ardently promoting business-friendly programs and
services in the interest of attracting and retaining good quality jobs for their residents.

"We are delighted to recognize the cities of Whittier and Duarte with this year's Eddy Award," said LAEDC President and CEO Bill
Allen. "Both cities stand out as model communities in Los Angeles County by proactively engaging and working with businesses
and the private sector to create jobs for their residents."

This was the third time each city has been nominated.
Whittier, in the 60,000 and over population category, was recognized for its unique history and the way it works with local mer-

chants and entrepreneurs to provide new opportunities, preserve its historic commercial shopping district, and maintain a healthy
balance of social, civic and business activity.
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WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA

Duarte and Whittier recognized as "Most Business Friendly’

By Sandra T. Molina, SGVN
twitter.com/molinasgvn

Posted: 11/09/2012 05:33:59 PM PST
Updated: 11/09/2012 08:50:51 PM PST

"We're very happy for the recognition," Whittier City Manager Jeff Collier said.

"The City Council has been committed to working with businesses, especially during these difficult financial times," he added.
"This is confirmation we are focused in the right direction."

Duarte was selected in the 60,000 and under population category.

It was recognized for having a business friendly approach, and a history of exhibiting programs and practices that make its
community a great place to do business, live and work, according to the LAEDC.

The group specifically pointed to Duarte's filming ordinance, which made it one of the first cities to adopt the California Film
Commission's Model Ordinance and Guidelines for Best Practices in Film Regulations and Policies.

"It's a reflection of what we have done as a community to make businesses stronger," Duarte Mayor John Fasana, said of
the award.

He said that there is an enduring relationship between city hall and commerce.

"We have to show those men and women who put up their own capital that we support them," Fasana said. "Regulations are
necessary, but we need to be fair in the process and not set up obstacles."

The winners were selected based on many criteria including: showing their commitment to economic development as a priority,
excellence in programs and services designed to facilitate business entry and expansion, and retention of businesses in the city.

sandra.molina@sgvn.com
562-567-7536
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Six SGV cities up for business friendly awards

By Kevin Smith, SGVN
Posted: 08/09/2012 03:31:19 PM PDT

Six San Gabriel Valley cities are in the running to receive Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County awards.

The honors are scheduled to be given out Nov. 8 by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. as part of the organi-
zation's 17th Annual Eddy Awards.

Baldwin Park, Pico Rivera and Whittier are among the finalists in the category of cities with a population of 60,000 or more, and
Duarte, Glendora and La Mirada are competing among the cities with fewer than 60,000 residents.

The finalist selections were based on a variety of factors, including a demonstrated commitment to economic development as a
priority, excellence in programs and services that foster business expansion, and retention, and economic development over the
past three years.

Baldwin Park and Pico Rivera are Most Business Friendly City finalists for the first time, and Whittier has been a finalist for the
three years.

The LAEDC notes that Baldwin Park is committed to excellent customer service, with efficient city staff and a streamlined license
and permit process. The city also maintains relatively low property tax, utility user tax and transient occupancy tax rates, the
LAEDC said.

"We are very excited about being a finalist," Baldwin Park City Manager V.J. Singhal said. "In these tough times we're very proud
to do whatever we can to help businesses, and it's nice to be recognized."

Singhal said the city also makes businessesaware of Southern California Edison's direct-install program, which allows companies
to receive incentives for exchanging older appliances and lighting for more energy efficient equipment.
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(con’t.) Pico Rivera has been highlighted for a number of business-friendly programs, including a business assistance program

with regular business outreach, business workshops, site selection assistance, business surveys and an online business
resource center.

Whittier works with local merchants and entrepreneurs to provide new opportunities, and the city's many business incentives and
special zones are used to attract, retain, and expand businesses and jobs.

Duarte, a Most Business Friendly City finalist for the past two years, was one of the first cities in L.A County to amend its filming
ordinance to help keep film and TV productions here in California.

The city also hosts job fairs and supports quarterly business seminars on topics such as business management and
website development.

Glendora determined that one of the central tasks in helping businesses is making sure the community looks and feels attractive to
customers and employees. The city also places a high priority on quality infrastructure and public safety.

La Mirada, ranked among the Best Places to Live in America, according to CNN and Money Magazine, works closely with local
businesses as "Partners in Progress" through the city website, electronic newsletters, surveys and on-site visits.

The Eddy Awards were established by the LAEDC in 1996 to celebrate people and organizations that demonstrate exceptional
contributions to positive economic development in the region.

kevin.smith@sgvn.com
626-962-8811, Ext. 2701



Glendora Named One of County's Most Business-Friendly Cities

Five cities are in the running for the county-wide award. August 9, 2011

Glendora has earned the distinction of being named one of Los Angeles County’s most business- friendly cities.

The city was one of five finalists for the 2012 Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County award from the Los Angeles
County Economic Development Corporation.

Glendora qualified for the category of cities with a population under 60,000.
Other cities in the running for the award include Commerce, Duarte, El Segundo and La Mirada.

Glendora city officials pointed to the city’s Economic Development Plan that “facilitates business entry, retention, and effective
communication” as one of the reasons for Glendora'’s recent recognition.

“We are honored that an outstanding organization such as LAEDC has recognized Glendora in this way,” said Glendora Mayor
Gene Murabito in a press statement. “It is proof that our programs and policies that make Glendora a great place to work, live and
play are hitting the mark and truly making a difference in our community.”

This is the first year Glendora has been named one of the finalists for the award. The winner will be announced at the 17th Annual
Eddy Award Thursday, Nov. 8, at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills.



Glendora one of five finalists for "business-friendly' award

By J.D. Velasco, SGVN
Posted: 08/09/2012 01:25:58 PM PDT

GLENDORA - The city is in the running to be named one of Los Angeles County's most business-friendly cities for 2012.

Glendora is one of five cities with a population less than 60,000 named as finalists for the Most Business-Friendly City award by
the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation.

Glendora is competing for the award with Commerce, Duarte, El Segundo and La Mirada. This is Glendora's first time as a finalist.

The winner of the award will be announced at a ceremony on Nov. 8 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills.



Glendale a Finalist for Business Friendly City Award
Thursday, August 9, 2012

The City of Glendale is a finalist for a 2012 Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles Award, the third time it has earned
that distinction.

The award is presented by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. to cities with an environment that encourages
businesses to locate or expand in their respective communities.

In the population 60,000 and over category Glendale is competing against Baldwin Park, Pico Rivera and Santa Monica.
Glendale was named a finalist for integrating economic development into the city’s general plan with a focus on developing a
diverse, sustainable business base. For major business projects, the city has a concierge service team that includes the Planning,

Building and Safety, Fire and Traffic departments.

Business centers in Glendale include the Brand Boulevard of Cars, shopping centers Glendale Galleria and Americana at Brand,
and the industrial San Fernando Road Corridor.

Glendale was a finalist in 2008 and 2011.

The Most Business Friendly City Award — known as the Eddy Award — will be presented on Nov. 8 at the Beverly Hilton
in Beverly Hills.

Mark R. Madler
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past three years.

Baldwin Park and Pico Rivera are Most Business Friendly City finalists for the first time, and Whittier has been a finalist for the
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The LAEDC notes that Baldwin Park is committed to excellent customer service, with efficient city staff and a streamlined license
and permit process. The city also maintains relatively low property tax, utility user tax and transient occupancy tax rates, the
LAEDC said.

"We are very excited about being a finalist,” Baldwin Park City Manager V.J. Singhal said. "In these tough times we're very proud
to do whatever we can to help businesses, and it's nice to be recognized."

Singhal said the city also makes businessesaware of Southern California Edison's direct-install program, which allows companies
to receive incentives for exchanging older appliances and lighting for more energy efficient equipment..
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La Mirada, ranked among the Best Places to Live in America, according to CNN and Money Magazine, works closely with local
businesses as "Partners in Progress" through the city website, electronic newsletters, surveys and on-site visits.
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What L.A. County Cities are Best for Business?
By HOWARD FINE Thursday, August 9, 2012

Ten cities in Los Angeles County have been picked as finalists for the annual business-friendly city competition, the Los Angeles
County Economic Development Corp. announced Wednesday.

The LAEDC picked Baldwin Park, Glendale, Pico Rivera, Santa Monica and Whittier as finalists in the category of cities with at
least 60,000 people. Commerce, Duarte, El Segundo, Glendora and La Mirada are finalists in the small city category.

One winner from each category will be announced at an awards banquet in November.

Of the 10 finalists, Baldwin Park, Glendora, Pico Rivera and Santa Monica are first-timers. Santa Monica’s finalist designation
is somewhat surprising given its reputation as a high-cost city that has in the past tangled with various businesses or industries.

The LAEDC launched the most business-friendly city awards in 2006 to recognize cities that had done the most to promote
business-friendly programs and services; El Segundo won that first year. Since then, finalists and winners have included the
recognition in their marketing campaigns to bring more businesses to their cities.



Baldwin Park Named Among Best Places To Do Business

The city was named as a finalist in the annual contest made by the Los Angeles County Economic Development
Corporation. 5:01 am

Baldwin Park is among the 10 cities named as the "friendliest" for business, according to the Los Angeles County Economic
Development Corporation.

The LAEDC picked Baldwin Park as finalist among others cities like, Glendale, Pico Rivera, Santa Monica and Whittier in the
category of cities with at least 60,000 people.

Commerce, Duarte, El Segundo, Glendora and La Mirada are finalists in the small city category.

This is the first time that Baldwin Park is chosen among the finalists. The winner from each category will be announced
on November.

In 2006, the LAEDC created the “business-friendly” award category to recognize cities within the County that are proactively
promoting business-friendly programs and services.

According to the LAEDC Baldwin Park’s economic efforts have been focused on creating opportunities, improving quality of life,
and attracting new industries and businesses to the City.

"Baldwin Park is a full-service City and is committed to excellent customer service, with efficient City staff, a streamlined license
and permit process to meet customer’s timelines relatively low property tax, utility user tax, and transient occupancy tax rates."
said the LAEDC in a statement.



Monrovia vies for Most Business Friendly City Award

MONROVIA - Monrovia is a third-time finalist for the 2011 Most Business Friendly City award and city officials say they are playing
to win.

Monrovia is one of five finalists competing for the annual Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation title for cities of
less than 60,000 residents. Duarte, Commerce, Gardena and La Mirada are also vying for that honor.

For cities with populations of at least 60,000, the finalists are Burbank, Carson, Glendale, Torrance, West Covina and Whittier.

Monrovia gets businesses through its review process "as quick or more quickly as anyone else," City Manager Scott Ochoa said.
But now it has an economic development action plan that synthesizes its various programs into one user-friendly document, which
expresses the city's competitive advantage, he said.

"We are hopeful that that is the final missing piece for our application for this tremendous award," Ochoa said. "We have worked
very hard to be business friendly. It's nice to be recognized as a finalist but we play to win."

The City Council approved its "Economic Development Action Plan" in 2010, which focuses on ways to attract and keep businesses
and developed a comprehensive marketing strategy. Officials also recently launched the Online Business Resource Center, which
helps guide existing and future business owners to grow and open businesses in the city.

Read more: Monrovia vies for Most Business Friendly City award - Whittier Daily News
http://www.whittierdailynews.com/ci_18965278#ixzz1ushjrON3



West Covina finalist for Most Business-Friendly City award
Posted: 11/03/2011 10:26:17 AM PDT

WEST COVINA - West Covina is a finalist for the Los Angels County Economic Development Corporation's
2011 Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County award.

The cities of Burbank, Carson, Glendale, Torrance, West Covina and Whittier are finalists for the population
60,000 and over category. The cities of Commerce, Duarte, Gardena, La Mirada, and Monrovia are finalists in
the population 60,000 and under category.

One winner from each category will be announced live at the 16th Annual Eddy Awards at 7:30 p.m. tonight at
the Beverly Hilton, 9876 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills.

Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy Awards gala has become the most important economic development award
program in the state.

In 2006, the LAEDC created the "business-friendly" award category to recognize cities within the county that are
proactively promoting business-friendly programs and services.




West Covina, Monrovia win Most Business-Friendly City award
Posted: 11/04/2011 10:05:37 AM PDT

LOS ANGELES - West Covina and Monrovia on Thursday were chosen 2011's most business-friendly cities in Los Angeles County
by the Economic Development Corporation during the Eddy Awards gala.

West Covina competed against the cities of Burbank, Carson, Glendale, Torrance, West Covina and Whittier in the population
60,000 and over category.

Monrovia faced competition from the cities of Commerce, Duarte, Gardena and La Mirada in the population 60,000 and under
category.

Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy Awards gala has become the most important economic development award program in the state.

In 2006, the LAEDC created the "business-friendly" award category to recognize cities within the county that are proactively promot-
ing business-friendly programs and services.

Read more: http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_19264787#ixzz1lushDpOgt




Monday, November 7, 2011
Monrovia Honored as County's Most Business Friendly Small City

Monrovia won the award for most business-friendly small city given by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation
(LAEDC) in a ceremony in Beverly Hills.

The third time was a charm for Monrovia in the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation's "Eddy Awards" banquet
last week, where the city was named the most business friendly small city in the county for 2011.

Nominated twice before, Monrovia capitalized on its latest "Eddy" nomination in a competition that measures the business friendly
policies of large and small cities in the county.

"This is an award that is coveted by every city that displays leadership in economic development, and it is a testimonial to our com-
mitment towards attracting and retaining businesses which provide quality jobs for our residents,” said Councilman Joe Garcia in a

prepared statment.

Monrovia competed against Commerce, Duarte, Gardena and La Mirada in the category of cities with populations under 60,000,
taking home the top prize in Thursday's ceremony. West Covina was hamed the most business friendly large city.

Monrovia was also a finalist in 2008 and 2010, when it lost out to Cerritos.



Wednesday, November 16, 2011
Duarte Council Loses Bet, Must Wear 'Blinged' Monrovia Garb

The Monrovia and Duarte city councils had a friendly wager on which town would win the award for being the county's most busi-
ness friendly city. Duarte lost.

Sometime soon, Duarte city council members Tzeitel Paras-Caracci, Lois Gaston, Margaret Finlay, John Fasana and Phil Reyes
must dine out in a local restaurant while wearing shirts celebrating the triumph of Monrovia.

The council members lost a friendly wager to their counterparts in Monrovia over the Los Angeles Count Economic Development
Corporation's "Most Business Friendly City" award. Both cities were nominated in the category of towns with populations of 60,000
or less. Monrovia took home the top prize.

"In the very near future, we’ll be having lunch or dinner with the City Council members of Duarte and we’ll be proud to see them
wearing Monrovia T-shirts,” Mayor Mary Ann Lutz said at Tuesday's regular city council meeting. ...




Most Business Friendly Cities 2011

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) announced this year’s winners of its Most Business-Friendly
City in Los Angeles County competition at the 16th annual Eddy Awards at the Beverly Hilton Hotel, naming West Covina winner in
the population 60,000 and over category, and Monrovia in the population 60,000 and under category.

West Covina: The City's General Plan Economic Development Element includes business-friendly processes such as: streamlining
the entitlement process, over-the-counter approvals for select permits, expedited plan checks and permits for a fee, staff available to
discuss plan/permit applications, design review committee and an ombudsman program. West Covina was a finalist for this award
in 2010.

Monrovia offers financial relocation assistance, lease/tenant subsidies, broker bounties, the Old Town business development assis-
tance and facade improvement programs, two redevelopment project areas, no utility user tax assessment and regionally low city
fees. Monrovia was a finalist in 2008 and 2010.

Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy Awards gala has become one of the most important economic development award programs in the
state of California, and is attended by more than 600 of the region’s business, government and education leaders. In 2006, the
LAEDC created the Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County award category to recognize cities within the County that are
proactively promoting business-friendly programs and services in the interest of attracting and retaining good quality jobs for their
residents.



Whittier and Duarte Most Friendly Cities

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) announced this year’s winners of its Most Business-Friendly
City in Los Angeles County competition live at the 17th annual Eddy Awards at the Beverly Hilton Hotel, naming Whittier winner in the
population 60,000 and over category, and Duarte in the population 60,000 and under category.

In 2006, the LAEDC created the Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County award category to recognize cities within the
County that are proactively promoting business-friendly programs and services in the interest of attracting and retaining good quality
jobs for their residents.

“We are delighted to recognize the cities of Whittier and Duarte with this year's Eddy Award,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC President and
CEO. “Both cities stand out as model communities in Los Angeles County by proactively engaging and working with businesses and
the private sector to create jobs for their residents. Each year, this competition reveals that more and more cities in the county are
proactively implementing strategies that are in alignment with L.A. County’s first-ever Strategic Plan for Economic Development that
will ensure a strong, diverse and sustainable economy for L.A. County.

60,000 and Over Category: City of Whittier

The City of Whittier values its unique history and works with local merchants and entrepreneurs to provide new opportunities, preserve
its historic commercial shopping district, and maintain a healthy balance of social, civic and business activity. Whittier's significant
investment and policies designed to support businesses have resulted in millions of dollars of private investment and business growth.

The City’s film friendly ordinance makes filming easy, resulting in commercials, made-for-cable movies and major motion pictures, such
as Disturburbia and the Back to the Future Trilogy filmed in the City.

Through the Gateway Cities Council of Governments, Whittier has supported the LA County Strategic Plan for Economic Development,
led by the LAEDC. Whittier was a “Most Business Friendly City” finalist in 2009, 2010 and 2011.



Whittier and Duarte Most Friendly Cities

(con’t.) 60,000 and Under Category: City of Duarte

Duarte has a history of a business friendly approach and exhibits its business friendly approach with programs and practices that make
its community a great place to do business live and work.

In the past year, Duarte has amended its Filming Ordinance by becoming one of the first cities to adopt the California Film Commis-
sion’s Model Ordinance and Guidelines for Best Practices in Film Regulations and Policies; in response to the voices of local struggling
businesses, the City adopted a 12-month suspension of Code Enforcement on selected temporary sign regulations.

The City of Duarte has a pro-business attitude mindset that is shared by its entire staff and is driven by the overarching desire to
encourage economic development, bolster the city’s economy, and create a better Duarte for residents and employees alike. Through
the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments, the City has shown their support for the LA County Economic Development Strategic
Plan. Duarte was a “Most Business Friendly City in LA County” award Finalist in 2010 and 2011.

For more information about the Eddy Awards®, visit www.laedc.org/eddy.
The LAEDC, the region’s premier economic development leadership organization, is a private, non-profit public benefit
organization established in 1981.
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Long Beach Named Most Business Friendly In LA County

by Ryan ZumMallen | Long Beach Mews | 11.13.09 |n » éh‘iﬂ 7 | Text Size: +

(con't) “Without those changes, | don’t think we’re a finalist this year,” Gordon said in September.
Swayze acknowledged last night that the permitting process in Long Beach can be challenging.
“We’re not a city of 15,000, so we can’t do permits in 30 minutes,” he said.
"The annual recognition for this coveted award came down to six finalists for the Large City category”, said Dennis Lord,
public affairs manager for So Calif. Gas Company and one of a dozen judges for this award. "In the end, Long Beach
prevailed and the build up included some friendly competition from the City of Downey. Following the dinner, Downey

Mayor Mario Guerra graciously congratulated Vice Mayor Val Lerch for their win."

Disclosure: LBPOST.com co-founder Shaun Lumachi is a government affairs advisor to the Long Beach Area Chamber
of Commerce.
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County's "Most Business Friendly" Cities at Eddys Awards

Alhambra wins top honors for cities with populations greater than 60,000, while Cerritos wins for cities with less than 60,000 residents

LOS ANGELES, CA, November 12, 2010 /24-7PressRelease/ -- The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC)
today announced the cities of Alhambra and Cerritos as the winners of its annual "Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County"
competition at its 15th Annual Eddy Awards. Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy Awards gala has become the most important economic
development award program in the state of California, and is attended by more than 600 leaders from the business, government, and
education communities.

The City of Alhambra took the top honors as the most business-friendly city in L.A. County for the cities with more than 60,000 residents.
Located eight miles east of downtown Los Angeles, Alhambra is often referred to as the "Gateway to the San Gabriel Valley." The city
offers a favorable combination of housing, business, employment and recreational opportunities. Alhambra's Economic Development
Element in its General Plan provides a blueprint to sustain and grow commerce and businesses including industrial and central business
district project areas, financial assistance in redevelopment areas, land acquisition, negotiated sales, lease agreements with an option to
purchase, rent subsidy, and rebates.

The business-friendly assistance Alhambra offers to businesses starts with the help and wealth of information found on the city's website
and extends to its timely customer service and modest and reasonable rates charged for business license and utility user tax and fees.

In partnership with the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Association, Alhambra hosts several programs each year to
boost local businesses such as its Summer Jubilee and Taste of Alhambra. The recent Downtown make-over project included cityscape
beautifying and free facade painting to businesses and restaurants in the area. The redevelopment efforts of Alhambra and its Redevelop-
ment Agency have resulted in favorable impacts on the local economy by boosting property values, eliminating blight, and providing
employment as well as new shopping, dining, and entertainment uses for the residents and the region. Alhambra was named a finalist in
20009, its first time entering the competition.



October 4, 2010

Alhambra is one of seven San Gabriel Valley cities that the Los Angeles County Economic Development
Corporation named a finalist for most business friendly city. Twelve cities in total were named.

The reasons that Alhambra was chosen were the following:

"Alhambra offers a favorable combination of housing, business, employment and recreational opportunities.
Alhambra’s Economic Development Element in its General Plan provides a blueprint to sustain and grow
commerce and businesses including industrial and central business district project areas, financial assis-
tance in redevelopment areas, land acquisition, negotiated sales, lease agreements with an option to
purchase, rent subsidy, and rebates. Alhambra was also named a finalist in 2009."

“All of this year’s finalists have made economic development and job creation a top priority,” said LAEDC
president and CEO, Bill Allen. “This year, we received more applications from cities throughout the County
than in any other year in the award'’s history. These cities understand that having healthy, vibrant and
prosperous communities depend on attracting, retaining and growing businesses which are so critical to
sustaining our economic vitality and quality of life.”

Alhambra Source is awaiting a response as to how many cities in total applied this year.



Whittier Daily News

WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA

SGV cities deemed most business friendly in county

By Erick Galindo Staff Writer
Posted: 10/04/2010 06:35:13 PM PDT

The San Gabriel Valley boasts seven of the 12 most business friendly cities in Los Angeles County, according to the Los
Angeles County Economic Development Corp.

On Monday the LAEDC announced the finalists for its 2010 Most Business-Friendly City in L.A. County award. Alhambra,
West Covina and Whittier are finalists for the population 60,000-and-over category. Carson, Downey and Torrance are also
up for the award.

Azusa, Duarte, La Mirada and Monrovia are finalists in the under-60,000 category, along with the cities of Cerritos and
Commerce.

Each finalist city was selected based on its commitment to economic development, with programs and services designed to
facilitate business entry, expansion and retention.

This is the third year in a row that La Mirada has emerged as a finalist. Thomas Robinson, La Mirada's city manager, said
the city works hard to ensure that the more than 1,000 businesses operating in La Mirada are comfortable in their relation-
ship with the city government.

"What we've been doing for a number of years is working very hard to be business friendly," Robinson said. "We make it a
priority to be accessible and responsive in order to keep companies here."

It's the second year in a row for Alhambra and Whittier.

"It shows that the city council has made working with businesses a high priority," said Jeff Collier, Whittier's director of has
recognized this and has been working to understand and meet business needs."

Julio Fuentes, Alhambra's city manager, said his community is honored to be included in the listing of cities that are
respected for their business- friendly reputation. He added that Alhambra does a number of things to help attract new
businesses.



Three cities in the Greater Long Beach area—although not Long Beach, itself, this year—are among 12 finalists for Eddy
Awards in the 2010 Most Business-Friendly City competition sponsored by the Los Angeles County Economic Development
Corporation (LAEDC).

Representatives of Cerritos, Downey and Carson will be at the Beverly Hilton Hotel tonight to await the announcement of
winners in two categories—those with populations over and under 60,000 people.

Downey and Carson are entered in the over-60,000 category, along with Alhambra, Torrance, West Covina and Whittier.
Cerritos is in the under-60,000 category, contending with Azusa, Commerce, Duarte, La Mirada and Monrovia.

Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy Awards gala has become the most important economic development award program in the
state of California. In 2006, the LAEDC created the “business-friendly” award category to recognize cities within LA County
that are proactively promoting business-friendly programs and services.

“All of this year’s finalists have made economic development and job creation a top priority,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC president
and CEQ, in a prepared statement. “This year, we received more applications from cities throughout the county than in any
other year in the award’s history. These cities understand that having healthy, vibrant and prosperous communities depend on
attracting, retaining and growing businesses which are so critical to sustaining our economic vitality and quality of life.”
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CERRITOS, DOWNLEY & CARSON ARE FINALISTS
FOR LA COUNTY’S MOST-BUSINESS-FRIENDLY
CITY AWARDS

By Dave Wielenga
Bu=zine=z=, LA & OC

The Greater Long Beach-area finalists and their profiles:

Downey is where both the Apollo space program began and the world’s oldest McDonalds restaurant can be found. Downey is
a full-service city that has created an excellent business climate. Its pro-business approach has rated the city in the top 25
percent of “100 Best Cities to Do Business in California” by California Business Magazine. To attract and retain businesses,
Downey developed an economic strategy which includes two redevelopment project areas, simplified business tax renewals,
over-the counter permit processing, a development review committee, business outreach program, business watch program,
customer service surveys and channels for problem identification and solutions.

Carson is recognized as an industrial center with excellent access to numerous multi-modal transportation systems including
the County’s twin ports which have enjoyed steady and continued growth. With more than 120 acres of park land and a state-
of-the art sports complex, Carson residents and businesses enjoy a variety of recreational and cultural amenities. Economic
development is a cornerstone of Carson'’s vision and is highlighted in its Economic Development Element in the city’s General
Plan. The Plan’s strategies include streamlined processing of its business license and building permits, and financial assis-
tance programs.
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CERRITOS, DOWNLEY & CARSON ARE FINALISTS
FOR LA COUNTY’S MOST-BUSINESS-FRIENDLY
CITY AWARDS

By Dave Wielenga
Bu=sine==s, LA & OC

Cerritos, located in the heart of the Los Angeles/Orange County Metro Area, offers businesses a strategic location in a com-

munity with a solid fiscal position, exceptional services and a tradition of strong city leadership. The city’s economic develop-
ment priorities are taken from their Economic Development Strategic Plan that focuses efforts to ensure the success of exist-
ing businesses. A city ombudsman escorts businesses through the complexities of local, regional, state and federal agencies
and regulations. Cerritos provides fast-track permitting, is a “no/ low” property tax city with no utility user tax, two Redevelop-
ment Project Areas, a business retention and expansion program and was a finalist in 2007 and 2008.

Finalists in the Most Business-Friendly category were selected based on the following criteria:

» Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority

» Excellence in programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention
» Economic development activity over the past three years

» Competitive business tax rates and fee structures

* Availability of economic incentives

» Effective communication with and about business clients

 Each of the finalists has created a business-friendly environment that encourages businesses to locate or expand in their
respective communities.



Cerritos was honored as Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County for cities with populations under
60,000 people Wednesday night during a ceremony at the Beverly Hilton Hotel, receiving an Eddy Award from
the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC).

Alhambra won the Eddy among cities with populations over 60,000, a category in which Downey and Carson
were also finalists.

Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy Awards gala has become the most important economic development award
program in the state of California. In 2006, the LAEDC created the “business-friendly” award category to recog-
nize cities within LA County that are proactively promoting business-friendly programs and services.

“We're delighted to present our fifth annual award to these very deserving cities,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC presi-
dent and CEOQ, in a prepared statement. “The cities of Cerritos and Alhambra best represent what can be
achieved when our city governments work side-by-side with the business community to create business-friendly
environments where quality jobs can grow.

“Each year, this competition reveals that more and more cities are being proactive in their efforts to retain and
attract quality jobs and businesses in their communities. The ability and commitment of our local governments to
attract and retain good jobs is absolutely essential if our region is to regain its economic vitality and sustain our
quality of life in the future.”



PASADENA STAR-NEWS

November 10, 2010
Alhambra named most business friendly city in LA County

Author: Erick Galindo, Staff Writer

ALHAMBRA - The city was named Los Angeles County's most business friendly city for cities with populations
greater than 60,000 at Wednesday night's Eddy Awards.

The city of Cerritos won for cities with less than 60,000 residents. The 15th annual Eddy Awards, presented by
the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp., were presented during a gala at the Beverly Hilton in
Beverly Hills.

"We're delighted to present our fifth annual award to these very deserving cities,” LAEDC President and CEO
Bill Allen said in a statement. "The cities of Alhambra and Cerritos best represent what can be achieved when
our city governments work side by side with the business community to create business-friendly environments
where quality jobs can grow."

This marks the second year in a row that Alhambra was nominated. Julio Fuentes, Alhambra's city manager,
said the city was honored to be so respected for its business-friendly reputation. He added that Alhambra does
a number of things to help attract new businesses.

"We have worked hard to find potential tenants and then go out and match them to the best possible location,"
he said. "We also make it a priority to get new businesses through the process in a very short time."

Alhambra was cited for providing a "wealth of information” on the city's website for new businesses, and for
charging modest and reasonable rates for business licenses and utility user taxes and fees.

The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Association were also noted for their work with the city in
hosting a number of programs to boost local businesses, such as its Summer Jubilee and Taste of Alhambra.



November 15, 2010

Alhambra and Cerritos Honored as Most Business-
Friendly Cities in L.A. County

The cities of Alhambra and Cerritos have been declared the most business-friendly cities in Los Angeles County, according
to the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) at the 15th Annual Eddy® Awards. Alhambra won
top honors for cities with populations greater than 60,000 and Cerritos won for cities with less than 60,000 residents. Rea-
sons for Alhambra’s award included reasonable rates charged for business licenses and utility user tax and fees. It was also
pointed out that the city provides assistance with timely customer service and a wealth of information found on the city’s
website. Its favorable combination of housing, business, employment and recreational opportunities were also applauded.
The LAEDC notes that “Alhambra’s Economic Development Element in its General Plan provides a blueprint to sustain and
grow commerce and businesses including industrial and central business district project areas, financial assistance in
redevelopment areas, land acquisition, negotiated sales, lease agreements with an option to purchase, rent subsidy, and
rebates.”

As for Cerritos, it was lauded for its “solid fiscal position, exceptional services and a tradition of strong city leadership.” Also,
it was pointed out that “The city provides fast-track permitting, is a “no/ low” property tax city with no utility user tax, and has
two redevelopment project areas, and a business retention and expansion program.” In 2007 and 2008, Cerritos was a
finalist. Bill Allen, LAEDC president and CEO, said the following of the award recipients:

“We're delighted to present our fifth annual award to these very deserving cities. The cities of Alhambra and Cerritos best
represent what can be achieved when our city governments work side by side with the business community to create
business-friendly environments where quality jobs can grow. Each year, this competition reveals that more and more cities
are being proactive in their efforts to retain and attract quality jobs and businesses in their communities. The ability and
commitment of our local governments to attract and retain good jobs is absolutely essential if our region is to regain its
economic vitality and sustain our quality of life in the future.”



Alhambra Named "Most Business Friendly City"

ALHAMBRA - The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) today announced that Alhambra is this
year's winner of the annual “MostBusiness-FriendlyCity inLos AngelesCounty” competition at its 15th Annual Eddy® Awards.

Inaugurated in 1996, the Eddy® Awards gala has become the most important economic development award program in the
state ofCalifornia, and is attended by more than 600 leaders from the business, government, and education communities.

The City of Alhambra took the top honors as the most business-friendly city inL.A.County on behalf of the cities with more
than 60,000 residents. Located eight miles east of downtownLos Angeles, Alhambra is often referred to as the “Gateway to
theSan GabrielValley.”

The city offers a favorable combination of housing, business, employment and recreational opportunities. Alhambra’s Eco-
nomic Development Element in its General Plan provides a blueprint to sustain and grow commerce and businesses includ-
ing industrial and central business district project areas, financial assistance in redevelopment areas, land acquisition, negoti-
ated sales, lease agreements with an option to purchase, rent subsidy, and rebates.

The business-friendly assistance Alhambra offers to businesses starts with the help and wealth of information found on the
city’s website and extends to its timely customer service and modest and reasonable rates charged for business license and
utility user tax and fees.
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Alhambra, Cerritos Named Los Angeles County’s ‘Most Business Friendly Cities’
By EGP News Report

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) announced the cities of Alhambra
and Cerritos as the winners of its annual “Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County” competition
at its 15th Annual Eddy® Awards Gala, held Nov. 10.

More than 600 leaders from the business, government, and education communities attended the Gala,
according to the LAEDC announcement.

The City of Alhambra, the “Gateway to the San Gabriel Valley,” took the top honors as the most business-
friendly city in L.A. County for the cities with more than 60,000 residents.

The city was recognized for offering a “favorable combination of housing, business, employment and
recreational opportunities.” The city’s inclusion of economic development in its General Plan as well as its
extensive assistance to business in a variety of areas, such a financing and licensing all contributed to the
selection, according to LAEDC.

Alhambra was named a finalist in 2009, its first time entering the competition.

The City of Cerritos won in the category for cities with less than 60,000 residents. rose to the challenge and
took the top prize.

“Cerritos offers businesses a strategic location in a community with a solid fiscal position, exceptional
services and a tradition of strong city leadership. The city provides fast-track permitting, is a ‘no/ low’
property tax city with no utility user tax, and has two redevelopment project areas, and a business retention
and expansion program.

“We're delighted to present our fifth annual award to these very deserving cities,” said Bill Allen, LAEDC
president and CEO. “The cities of Alhambra and Cerritos best represent what can be achieved when our
city governments work side by side with the business community to create business-friendly environments
where quality jobs can grow.”



DailyNews

LOS ANGELES

L.A. County's most business-friendly city award given Thursday night

Posted: 11/12/2009 07:23:44 AM PST
Updated: 11/12/2009 07:29:08 AM PST

BEVERLY HILLS - The winners of the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp.'s Most Business-Friendly
City in L.A. County Award will be announced Thursday night in Beverly Hills at the 14th annual Eddy Awards honoring
economic development leadership.

Alhambra, Downey, Lakewood, Long Beach, Torrance and Whittier are the finalists for cities with populations of
60,000 and more, while Bell Gardens, Commerce, La Mirada and Santa Fe Springs are finalists in the under-60,000
category.

"These 10 city finalists have demonstrated an outstanding commitment to creating a business-friendly environment
where businesses can thrive and create jobs," Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. President and
Chief Executive Officer Bill Allen said.

"Each year, this competition reveals that more and more cities are being proactive in their efforts to retain and attract
quality jobs and businesses in their communities. The ability and commitment of our local governments to attract and
retain good jobs is absolutely essential if our region is to regain its economic vitality and sustain our quality of life."



Long Beach Named Most Business Friendly In LA County
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The City of Long Beach was named the Most Business Friendly city in Los Angeles County — with population over 60,000 —
at the Eddy Awards last night, beating out six other cities for the distinction.

The winner is selected by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC).This year marked Long
Beach’s fourth straight nomination and first victory.The city was chosen over Downey, Whittier, El Hambra, Lakewood and
Torrance.

“It's a very prestigious award for this city,” said Robert Swayze, manager of Economic Development and Cultural Affairs, last
night as he was leaving the award ceremony.

“Long Beach is an employment center and makes an investment in infrastructure that allows these [other] cities to thrive.”

The LAEDC offered no explanation for their decision, but Swayze pointed to the Port of Long Beach, which employs people
not only within the city but the entire region, and its operation allows businesses in other cities to operate.

But 2009 has not been the best year for Long Beach, with an unemployment rate now over 12% and tough times for some
local businesses.

“Unemployment is high throughout all of California,” Swayze countered.”We're going to come through this. The investment
that we're making in infrastructure now will pay great dividends in the future.”

When Long Beach was announced as a finalist for the award in September, Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce CEO
Randy Gordon said that the city has a long way to go in regards to being business friendly, but pointed out that new tax
breaks and enterprise zones have helped that cause.



Long Beach Wins “Most Business Friendly City” Award

Written by Max Shenker on November 13, 2009 —

Long Beach has been named the 2009 Most Business Friendly City by the Los Angeles Economic
Development Corporation. The Long Beach Post reports:

The City of Long Beach was named the Most Business Friendly city in Los Angeles County — with population
over 60,000 — at the Eddy Awards last night, beating out six other cities for the distinction.

The winner is selected by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC). This year
marked Long Beach’s fourth straight nomination and first victory. The city was chosen over Downey, Whittier,
El Hambra, Lakewood and Torrance.

“It's a very prestigious award for this city,” said Robert Swayze, manager of Economic Development and
Cultural Affairs, last night as he was leaving the award ceremony.

“Long Beach is an employment center and makes an investment in infrastructure that allows these [other]
cities to thrive.”

The LAEDC offered no explanation for their decision, but Swayze pointed to the Port of Long Beach, which
employs people not only within the city but the entire region, and its operation allows businesses in other cities
to operate.

But 2009 has not been the best year for Long Beach, with an unemployment rate now over 12% and tough
times for some local businesses.

“Unemployment is high throughout all of California,” Swayze countered. “We're going to come through this.
The investment that we're making in infrastructure now will pay great dividends in the future.”

When Long Beach was announced as a finalist for the award in September, Long Beach Area Chamber of
Commerce CEO Randy Gordon said that the city has a long way to go in regards to being business friendly,
but pointed out that new tax breaks and enterprise zones have helped that cause.

“Without those changes, | don't think we're a finalist this year,” Gordon said in September.



The City of Santa Fe
Springs was bestowed the
tithe "Most Business Friendly
City” in Los Angeles County
by the Los Angeles County
Economic Development
Corporatisn {LAEDC), for
Cities with a population
under 60,000, The award
was presanted at the
LAEDC's 14th Annual Eddy
Awards@ ceremony, which
annualty hanors economic
development leadership
throughout the region.The
Eddy Awards® has become
one of the most prestiglous
ecanomic development
awsard programs in the
stata of California.

The LAEDC resognizes two categories of cilies, those over 68,000 in population and
thase under, fer their commitment to creating a business-friendly envicanment where
busginesses can Buwe and cregte jobs LAEDC President and CEO Bill Allen weas quated
as saying, “the ability and cemmutment of eur local governmenis to attract and retain
good jebs is absolutely essential If our regien Is to regain Its esonamic vitality and
sustain our quality of life.” The City of Santz Fe Springs coukd not agrae mere,

Sante Fe Springs was among a worthy greup of finalists that incleded the naighbor
oties of Bell Gardens, Commerse, and La Mirada in its category. The award finallsis

were selected based on the following cntana:

+ Demonsirated commitment to economic development as a priority
Excellence in programs and services designed ta facilitate business entry,
expansion, and retention

Ecanomic develspment activity over the past three years

Competitive buziness tax rates and fee structures

Avallability of economic incenkves

Effactive communication with and about business clients

* & * B

The Crty apprecates its partnership with the local business community and 1% support
and Indispensible rale It played in this most recent recognition.Recendng the Most
Business Friendly City Award speaks volurmes of the wonderful, mutually benefical,
three-way parinership with the residents, businesses, and City organization, which has
made Santa Fe Springs such a unique and award-winning community since s
incepdion.



T Dotwney Patriot

Sep 22, 2009

Downey has been named a finalist for the "Most Business-Friendly City" award issued by the Los
Angeles County Economic Development Corporation.

Downey is one of six finalists for cities with populations exceeding 60,000.

"In these difficult economic times, it is encouraging to know that so many cities are trying to attract
and retain business and jobs for their residents,” William C. Allen, president and CEO of the Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, wrote in a letter to city officials. "You are to be congratulated for
your leadership and your city council and staff should take great pride in the role you are all playing
to keep quality jobs in L.A. County!"

The award winner will be announced at the 14th annual Eddy Awards scheduled Nov. 12 at the
Beverly Hilton.

Read more: The Downey Patriot - Downey finalist for Most Business Friendly City award



City of Santa Clarita Wins Most Business Friendly Award
By City of Santa Clarita

The Los Angeles Economic Development Commission (LAEDC) named Santa Clarita the most business
friendly city in Los Angeles County. The award was presented to the City of Santa Clarita at a gala in Beverly
Hills on Monday November 17. Santa Clarita has been a top five finalist for the award for the last two years.

Some of the City’s business friendly innovations include no business license fees, no utility user fees and
having a streamlined permit process. Additionally, in 2007 the City was designated as a state Enterprise
Zone and the City began a City/Sheriff business alliance program.
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Posted: November 17, 2008 10:01 p.m.
Updated: November 18, 2008 8:00 a.m.

By Signal Staff

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation named Santa Clarita the most business-friendly city in the
county among cities with populations of more than 50,000 at its 13th annual Eddy Awards on Monday.

Santa Clarita is a state of California Enterprise Zone and does not assess businesses for a utility user tax, which allows
them to save up to five percent more on their electric, telephone, water and gas bills.

Santa Clarita features a highly educated workforce, land for development, site-selection assistance, and expedited plan
reviews and permit processing.

The city was a finalist for the honor in 2006 and 2007 according to the EDC, and CNN/Money Magazine called it one of
the best places to live in California.



Culver City Beat

Culver City finalist for Most Business-Friendly City award
Posted Tue, 11/04/2008 - 5:40pm by Gregory Go

Culver City is one of five finalists in the 50,000 and under category for Most Business-Friendly City in Los
Angeles County award.

The LAEDC will announce the Eddy Award winners on November 17, 2008.
Here's what they say about Culver City:

Culver City is dedicated to enhancing its economy and business environment. The City offers several
business incentive programs that include permit fee reimbursement, permit streamlining, gap closer
loans, and commercial fagcade rehabilitation loans. Their business resource center offers a one-stop shop
for information assistance, guidance, and referral services, and is available online as well. And their
outreach team meets with key businesses to discuss their individual business needs, concerns, and
issues. Prospective businesses can also view available properties for lease or purchase on the city’s
website.

Bill Allen, LAEDC president and CEO, said:

Because of the overwhelming strength of the applications received, we decided to create two categories
to recognize these very deserving cities. This is an extraordinarily encouraging sign that more and more
cities are being proactive in their efforts to retain and attract quality jobs and businesses in their commu-
nities. The ability and commitment of our local governments to attract and retain good jobs is absolutely
essential if our region is to sustain its economic vitality and quality of life.
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