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Policy on Use of Unmanned Aerial Systems 
 

PURPOSE:  
To provide guidance concerning the appropriate operation of and uses for unmanned aerial systems 
related to academic endeavors at California State University Channel Islands (CI). 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Unmanned aerial systems offer great potential as tools for research and teaching.  The use of UASs can 
offer students at CI valuable experience in a range of disciplines including Applied Physics, Computer 
Science, Environmental Science and Resource Management (ESRM), and Mathematics. In addition to 
experience associated with programming/flying UASs, students can benefit from the design, selection, 
and operation of sensors and from the post-processing and analyses of sensor data.  Use of UASs can 
provide students and faculty access to relevant data from the region to enhance projects within existing 
courses (e.g. environmental monitoring, image processing, pattern recognition, electronics), enable 
undergraduate capstone and Master’s thesis projects, and permit research to answer significant academic 
and practical questions. 
 
POLICY: 
Accountability:  
Provost / Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 
Applicability:  
All faculty, staff and currently enrolled students at CSU Channel Islands 
 
Definition(s):  
COA – Certificate of Authorization 
FAA – Federal Aviation Administration 
UAS – Unmanned Aerial System 
sUAS – small Unmanned Aerial System 
 
Text:  
This policy applies to fixed wing and rotor vehicles operated without a human pilot onboard, by CSU 
Channel Islands faculty, staff or students, in the course of scholarly or academic endeavors. 

 
1. Unmanned Systems Board – The Unmanned Systems Board (Board) will be comprised of 

faculty and administration and operate in a manner similar to the Institutional Research Board 
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ESRM 490: Intro to Drones tools & opportunities for all 



ESRM 490: Intro to Drones professionalism professionalism 
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ESRM 490: Intro to Drones 



AAUS as model 
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Stay in touch… 
Sean Anderson 

ESRM Program 
CSU Channel Islands 

 
(805) 732-2732 

sean.anderson@csuci.edu 
 

http://esrm.csuci.edu 

 
http://faculty.csuci.edu/sean.anderson/ 

 




